











THE , 


~ 


Presbyterian Magazine. 


NOVEMBER, 1822. 





. Communications. 


LECTURES ON BIBLICAL HISTORY. 
NO. XV. 


‘‘ And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went towards Haran. And he 
lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was 
set: and he took of the stones of that _— and put them for his pillows, and 
lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and, behold, a ladder set 
upon the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and, behold, the 
of God ascending and descending onit. And, behold, the Lord stood above it, 
and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed. And thy seed 
shall be as the dust of the earth; and thou shalt spread abroad to.the west, and 
to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee, and in thy seed, 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, lam with thee, and 
will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again info 
this land: for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which 1 have spoken 
to thee of.—Gen, xxviii. 10—15 inclusively. 


We wish it to be recollected, that these lectures are not de- 
signed to be a commentary on the whole Bible; but to explain 
and defend a few of the most remarkable facts and doctrines 
exhibited in the sacred text,—to trace the history of the church, 
—to bring into view her form of government, and rites of wor- 
ship,—to notice the changes made therein, from time to time, 
—and, particularly, to show the faithfulness of Jehovah, in ful- 
filling to her his promises, in protecting her, and in augmenting 
her advantages, increasing her numbers, and extending her im- 
fluence, through successive generations, for the accomplishment 
of his great and merciful designs in regard to our guilty race. 
Our readers are not, therefore, to expect us to give them even 
the biography of the patriarchs, except in so far as may be ne- 
cessary to unfold the providence of God, as it has been em- 
ployed in carrving into effect the stipulations of the covenant 
with Abraham, respecting the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Vou. Il.—Presb. Mag. 3P 
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Christ—the seed in which all the families of the earth are to be 
blessed. 

Jacob had now obtained the paternal benediction. As the 
successor of his father Isaac, he was invested with the sacer- 
dotal office as it was then exercised, and stood first in matters 
religious and ecclesiastical. He had used unlawful means to 
reach this eminent and honourable station, and he was therefore 
severely chastised for his sin, as will be seen in the sequel of his 
history. God, however, while he manifests his displeasure at 
Jacob’s unrighteousness, by resolving to correct him for his 
folly and wickedness, nevertheless, recognises his accession to 
the primogenial privileges, and, accordingly, renews to him the 
promises and engagements before made to Abraham and Isaac. 

The occasion of Jacob’s leaving his father’s house, as we are 
informed in the close of the preceding chapter, was the envy and 
cruel hatred of Esau, who, under the influence of a bad heart, 
had formed the horrid design of murdering his brother, so soon 
as their father should be Jaid in the dust. The time fixed on 
for the perpetration of this deed of vengeance, shows Esau’s 
dreadful wickedness, and entire want of affection for his mother: 
“The davs of mourning for my father are at hand,” says he, 
‘‘ then will I slay my brother Jacob.” To prevent the execu- 
tion of this malicious purpose, the supplanter is directed to re- 
tire quietly to Mesopotamia, and there remain with his mo- 
ther’s kindred till the violence of Esau’s revengeful passion 
should so far abate, as to encourage a hope of mutual forgive- 
ness and reconciliation. This precautionary measure, though 
it was certainly wise, in existing circumstances, must have been 
grievously afflictive to Rebekah, and, indeed, to all the members 
of Isaac’s household, in whom the evil passions had not ob- 
tained an ascendancy over the sympathies and better feelings of 
nature. And from the readiness with which Jacob consented 
to be exiled from his father’s house, we may suppose he began 
to feel some ingenuous compunction for the bad conduct by 
which he had brought trouble, not only on himself, but also on 
his aged and beloved parents. ‘ The way of transgressors is 
hard ;” and, even God’s own people, are not without some ex- 
perimental acquaintance with the awful truth of this maxim. 
They sin often, but never with impunity. If they become re- 
miss in duty, or violate any of the divine precepts, they are 
sure, either to be overtaken by outward affliction, or to lose that 
comfortable sense of an interest in redeeming love, which the 
pious heart prizes above rubies. While we view the father of 
the twelve tribes of Israel obliged to leave the loved scene of 
his youthful pleasures, and enter on a journey of three or four 
hundred miles, lonely and sorrowful, because of his sin and am- 
bitious folly, let our fervent prayer ascend to Heaven, that we 
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may have grace to “ do justly,-to love mercy, and walk apace | 
with our God.” 

It may seem strange that Jacob, whose father must have 
been a man of wealth, should set out on so long a journey so 
destitute, and without a single attendant. That he should»be 
dismissed quietly, and without a retinue or any great prepara- 
tions, was proper, not only in order ‘to avoid exciting ‘Esau’s 
envy, which a small matter might have drawn into open acts of 
violence, but that he, who was intended for future services of a 
trying nature, might learn to endure hardness in the»school of 
adversity, and that the dependent circumstances in which he 
was placed, might afford him a strong inducement to repose his 
entire confidence on the care and munificence of Heaven. Be- 
reavements and privations, when sanctified, are blessings in dis- 
guise. Affliction often furnishes us with an errand to the throne 
of grace, and divine consolations are never more welcome: to 
the soul, than when we feel the hollowness and instability: of 
earthly enjoyments. ‘The truth of this remark is strikingly ex- 
emplified in the life and experience of Jacob. 

The only incident of importance, that occurred. on his way to 
Haran, with which we are made acquainted, is related in the 
text: “ He lighted upon a certain place and tarried there all 
night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of 
that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that 
place to sleep.”” ‘This was hard fare for one who had been ac- 
customed to the comforts of home, and the assiduous attentions 
of a fond mother. But why should Jacob choose to sleep in 
the open air, in or near the town of Luz, where it seems pro+ 
bable he might have had more comfortable lodging? ‘The fact 
may appear strange to us, because it does not accord with the 
usages of our age and country; but when the circumstances of 
the case are taken into view, we shall have no reason to ques- 
tion its truth. We need not suppose that he was unprovided 
with the means of defraying the expenses of the journey; but, 
in those days there were no inns for the entertainment of tra- 
vellers, and Luz may not have been distinguished for its hos- 
pitality to strangers. However this may have been, the climate 
was warm, the air bland, and if the night were pleasant, a man, 
used to a shepherd’s way of living, might sleep quite comforta- 
bly under shelter of a tree. Our sympathies are excited while 
we view the solitary traveller overtaken by night, reposing on 
the ground, with a stone for his pillow, and the sky for his 
eanopy; yet, it is highly probable, that Jacob never passed a 
happier night in his life.. His lodging in the open air seems to 
have been ordered by Providence, as a preparatory step to what 
followed: “* And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set. upon 
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and, behold, the 
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angels of God ascending and descending on it; and, behold, the 
Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.” Dreams and visions 
constituted one of the modes in which God revealed his will to 
man in those early ages, before the canon of sacred scripture was 
completed. The design of the one recorded inthe words just re- 
cited, appears to have been to show that there is an intercourse 
maintained between Heaven and earth,—that God exercises a 
providence over the works of his hand in this world,—and that 
angels are employed as the messengers and executioners of his 
will towards mankind. Of the doctrine of Providence, we have 
a full development in the New Testament; but it is not pecu- 
liar to the Christian dispensation. It was gradually revealed, 
with increasing evidence, from the creation : indeed, it is a doc- 
trine which is fairly deducible from the existence and perfec- 
tions of the Creator. It is utterly incredible, that the only wise 
God would make, and beautify such a world as this, and then 
leave it, with all its inhabitants, without any farther notice. 
This symbolical representation must have been in a high degree 
useful and impressive to Jacob, in his present lonely and af- 
flicted circumstances. Far from his father’s house and all the 
comforts of home, he was hereby encouraged to put his trust in 
the Father of spirits, whose tender mercies and watchful care are 
over all his works. Nor was this manifestation of the Divine 
Providence designed for the benefit of Jacob alone. All the 
scripture is profitable unto all men. It is of extensive import, 
and intended for the use and instruction of mankind to the 
latest generation. Let us never forget or relinquish our faith 
in this important doctrine. Nothing else can afford us adce- 
quate support under the sorrows and vicissitudes of life. 
Through the mediation of Christ, our Heavenly Father extends 
a vigilant and unceasing care to the children of men: blessed 
are they who repose their confidence in him. “ His kingdom 
ruleth over all;” and he makes “all things work together for 
good to them that love him.” 

While Jacob contemplated the wondrous vision, he was ad- 
dressed by a voice from the Excellent Glory. The paternal 
benediction was confirmed to him by God, who assured him, 
' that the land on which he now lay, should be given to him and 
his posterity ; that his seed should be numerous as the dust of 
the earth; and that one of his descendants, according to the 
flesh, should be an extensive blessing, insomuch, that in him all 
the families of the earth should be blessed. Then follows this 
cheering promise: “ Behold, saith the Lord, I am with thee, 
and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will 
bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee until I 
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have done that which I have spoken to thee of.” The subse- 
quent history shows that these engagements were punctually 
fulfilled, and in their accomplishment that the providence of 
God was often and very remarkably displayed. 

The effect of this vision on Jacob’s mind was deep and so- 
lemn. He confessed the presence of the adorable Godhead. 
Grateful for the assurances of Divine favour and guidance just 
received, he erected a monument to the honour of God, pour- 
ing oil upon it, agreeably to the usage of that age; bound him- 
self, by a voluntary vow, to serve the Lord, and devote to his 
service and glory the tenth part of all his earthly substance. 

It seems probable that it was on this occasion, and not before, 
that Jacob became a subject of true religion. ’ Before this, he 
certainly gave little or no evidence of real piety; but hencefor- 
ward, though some parts of his conduct may be excepted, yet, 
in the main, we find him faithful to his vow, and walking stead- 
fastly in the commandments and ordinances of God. 

Respected readers, have you all dedicated yourselves to the 
Lord in the way of his appointment? You too are pilgrims and 
strangers on this earth. You are all on a journey to the world 
of spirits: your days, like those of a hireling, will soon be ac- 
complished :—Is the God of Jacob your God? Is religion—is 
salvation—is heaven your aim, and the object of your supreme 
desire? God, in the gospel of his grace, has uttered many great 
and precioys promises. Have you laid hold of the hope set be- 
fore you? Are the lives, which you now live in the flesh, lives 
of faith in the Son of God? Then happy are ye: for the Lord 
will not leave you until he has done that which he has spoken 
to you of! And if any are not in this happy condition, let them 
make haste and delay not to ‘ seek the Lord while he may be 
found, and to call upon him while he is near.” 

We can but barely glance at the remaining events of Jacob’s 
life. Under the guidance of a gracious and almighty Provi- 
dence, he reached Mesopotamia in safety, and was received by 
his kindred with flattering marks of kindness. He continued 
in that country about twenty years; acquired great riches ; 
married two wives, Rachel and Leah, daughters of Laban, and 
had two concubines, Bilhah and Zilpah, the hand-maidens of 
his wives. He cannot be justified in yielding to the custom of 
polygamy and concubinage, which was then common. He had 
no divine warrant for so doing; nay, the thing is obviously for- 
bidden, at least by implication, in the original institution of 
marriage: “ They two (not they three, or more,) shall be one 
flesh.” The nearly equal number of males and females,——the 
former being to the latter about as twenty to nineteen,—strong- 
ly intimates the design of the Creator in this matter. But ex- 
perience, whose lessons are uniformly according to truth, proves 
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incontestably, that polygamy is unnatural, and of course, unfa- 
vourable to virtve, to happiness, and the best and dearest in- 
terests of human society. In the family of Jacob it was the 
source of more trouble and confusion than any other single 
cause, that is noticed in the history of his life. Indeed, it is a 
practice which forever carries with it the undeniable evidences 
of its folly and pernicious tendency. Yet, as this custom did 
not involve the violation of any express ‘moral precept then 
given, Providence seems to have intended that its ill effects 
should gradually prepare the way for its discontinuance and en- 
tire abolition. ‘This has taken place under the Christian dis- 
pensation. ‘ We have no such custom.” 

Whie in Mesopotamia, the patriarch had born unto him 
eleven sons and one daughter. On the birth of Joseph, who 
was the youngest born in that country, Jacob intimated to La- 
ban his wish to return to Canaan; but Laban objected to his 
departure, rather from selfish than from friendly motives: “ I 
have learned, by experience,” said he, “that the Lord hath 
blessed me for thy sake.” Jacob, however, continued a few 
years longer with his father-in-law, and was greatly prospered 
in his outward circumstances. His growing wealth attracted 
the envy of Laban’s sons: idolatry began to get footing in 
his family: whereupon, being admonished of God so to do, 
and being favoured with a repetition of the promise of Divine 
protection, he gathered his family and possessions tggether, and 
set out for his father’s house. Laban, offended at his sudden 
removal, pursued him in wrath, aad overtook him on Mount 
Gilead, where, by a special interposition of Providence, Jacob 
and his family were secured from danger, and a covenant of 
amity was formed between them. _ It is pleasing to see the un- 
happy difference terminating in a friendly manner; both parties 
pledging their faith, to be at peace, and to love as brethren. 

Jacob’s next concern was to meet his brother Esau in peace. 
The means which he used for this end were wisely selected, and 
completely successful; they were, a friendly message—a rich 
present, and fervent prayer. The brothers met,—-mutually bu- 
ried their animosities; and we find them, subsequently, united 
in paying the last tribute of filial regard to their deceased father. 
These happy events and kind deliverances Jacob ascribed to 
an all-wise and overruling Providence: for he was a man of 
prayer,——a man who, ever after the vision at Bethel, appears to 
have cultivated habits of devotion, and to have enjoyed very 
intimate communion with God. His encounter near the brook 
Jabbock, with a personage called at first a man, and afterwards 
Gop, or, as some say (and we believe not without good reason) 
with the Gop-man, MEDIATOR, we take to be a symbolical re- 
presentation of the energy and prevalence of his supplications. 
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To perpetuate the remembrance of this trait in his character, as 
also to encourage other suppliants, his name was changed from 


Jacob to Israel, which signifies one who has power with God, 
and prevails. : W.N. 


ee 


FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 
QUESTIONS. 


Mr. Editor—-You will confer a favour on a humble inquirer 
after truth, together with several other friends of religion, if 
you will give the following Questions a place in your Maga- 
zine, in order that they may be satisfactorily answered by some 
of your correspondents. I will offer a few arguments in favour 
of that side, which, to me, seems nearer th@truth, in order that 
they may be refuted if incorrect. ? 

1. Could we have had any knowledge of God, had it not been 
for Revelation ? 

All our knowledge seems to be derived from the two grand 
sources Sensation and Reflection. We can have no idéa of any 
thing which is not an object of sense, or which is not perceived 
through the medium of the five outward senses. But God is 
not an object of sense ; therefore we could never have had any 
knowledge of God, had not he himself revealed it unto us. Be- 
sides, language itself is of divine origin ; consequently we never 
could have had any knowledge even of the name of the Su- 
preme Being by the exercise of our own faculties. Is it not 
probable that, what little knowledge the most ignorant nations 
have of God, has been handed down by tradition from the ear- 
liest ages of the world? If this can be clearly established, I think 
it will strike at the very root of infidelity; as it will show the 
absurdity of believing in the existence of a God, and at the same 
time denying the authority of revelation. This idea also doubles 
the value of the holy scriptures. 

2. Can a man believe in the Bible and not be a Christian? 

Faith, properly speaking, is “ giving assent to a proposition, 
the truth of which we do not immediately perceive by our own 
reason and experience.” If we firmly’ believe all that God has 
revealed in his word, we have the faith of the gospel. Nothing 
else is an object of faith; nor does God require us to believe 
any thing but what he has revealed. If we believe the gospel, we 
will believe in Christ; for the gospel testifies of Christ that he 
is the only Saviour. It is said that, in order to believe in Christ, 
we must trust in and depend on him for salvation, and that a man 
may believe every tittle of the word of God, and yet not do this. 
But trust and dependance seem to be rather the effect of faith 
than faith itself; and if we believe the gospel record of Christ, 
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that he is just such a Saviour as is represented, we will un- 
doubtedly trust zn and depend on him for salvation. Faith in 
Christ will beget love, trust, confidence, and every other grace 
of the Spirit. However a person may think he believes in di- 
vine revelation, yet, if he does not regulate his conduct accord- 
ingly, he does not really believe it—he is no Christian. 

3. Is faith or regeneration prior in the order of time ? 

If regeneration is prior to faith, we may conceive of a person 
being converted to God, and yet ignorant of the truth of the 
gospel. But we find that this is not the case. Those who are 
savingly converted to God, 4now something of the fundamental 
truths of the gospel; and it was through the belief of those 
truths that they were converted. Man is a rational creature, 
and he is operated on in a rational way. Motives are presented 
to influence the wil} and prompt to action; and what motives 
"can be more powerful than the truths of the "gospel ? ? We must 
be made willing before we will turn to God, and this must be 
done by the mind’s perception of truth ; for nothing else will 
influence the will to right volitions, but a persuasion of the 
truth. As regeneration is only a change in the perceptions of 
the soul, this change is effected by moral suasion, and not by an 
irresistible power.* The truth must be believed before we can 
be regenerated. ‘This appears more rational and scriptural, and 
is better adapted to the constitution of the human mind. That 
this is scriptural, see John xvii. 17; 1 Pet. 1.23; 1 Cor. iv. 15; 
Eph. v. 26. Hence appears the propriety of addressing the 
truths of the gospel to sinners of every description, and exhort- 
ing them to believe in Christ. But if we cannot believe until 
we are regenerated, and that by the irresistible power of the 
Holy Ghost, zndependent of means, we might justly sit still, and 
make no exertions, until it pleased God to operate supernatu- 
rally upon our hearts.’ But this would be inconsistent with all 
the calls, invitations and promises of the gospel. It would also 
exclude the use of means, and lay a just ground of excuse for 
the sinner. But if we are regenerated through the belief of the 
truth, as the scriptures affirm, then the plan of salvation appears 
just and rational, and there is the greatest encouragement for 
all to come to Christ. We do not say that it is imposszble for 
God to regenerate a soul independent of means, but we say 
that it is not his ordinary way of working; and what other 
means appear so well adapted to the mind of a rational creature 
as truth? Hence arises another question, 

4. Does the Spirit operate MEDIATELY Or IMMEDIATELY 07” 
the soul in regeneration ? 

If God regenerates the soul through the medium of truth, it 
is evident he uses a medium, and of course be cannot be the zm- 


* This is a disputed point.—En. 
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-mediate agent. He is the prime agent, or jirst moving cause ;. 
but the word is the weapon in his hands, and is the zmmediate 
agent. To suppose that God operated immediately on the soul, 
would be to exclude the use of means altogether. ns 
The faculties of the soul are not certainly as‘dead and mac- 
tive to spiritual things, or as incapable of apprehending tru‘h, 
as Lazarus in the grave. This would make man a mere ma- 
chine, as entirely incapable of being moved by such motives, as 
God has laid before him, as a stock or stone. Man is consti- 
tuted a free agent. He acts freely and without restraint, . His 
will is capable of being influenced .by motives, but it cannot be - 
forced. Even God himself (may we speak it with reverence,) 
cannot force the will, without destroying it; or violating the law 
under which man was created. Now it appears that, since man 
has, by the improper exercise of his free will, broken the law 
under which he was created, God has done all he can do, in” 
consistency with man’s free will, for his salvation. He knows 
that he cannot force man to believe in Christ; he therefore uses 
persuasion, by presenting to the understanding the strongest 
motives possible, and such as are exactly calculated to influence 
the will. On the one hand is heaven with all its happiness ; on 
the other, is Ae/] with all its torments, placed before sinners, to 
influence them to seek the one and avoid the other. God is 
also calling and inviting, urging and intreating them in the most 
affectionate and endearing manner to come to him. © Nay, he 
even complains of their obstinacy: ‘ Ye we// not come unto me 
that ye might have life.” “QO! Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how 
often would I have gathered thee as a hen gathereth her chick- 
ens under her wings, but ye would not.” What more could the 
Lord do than that he hath done? From this it appears that God 
does all he can do for man’s salvation, without forcing his will, 
or doing violence to his free agency: but that he cannot do; for 
the moment he would put forth his finger and touch the will of 
the creature, that moment he would destroy the will, unless he 
would determine to give man a new constitution, which would 
be to make him a new creature. | ‘ 
If this view of the subject be correct, man has as much power 
to believe in Christ, if he will but exercise it, as he has to do 
any other moral action. All the calls and invitations of the 
gospel appear just and reasonable, and we can see without any 
forcing, that God is sincere in all his promises and exhortations. 
If we have not power to believe in Christ, or to use the means 
which produce faith, how can unbelief be a ground of condem- 
‘Ration, or in any way aggravate it? Man’s condemnation will, 
no doubt, be owing to an abuse of power, rather than a want of 
it, This is not putting man’s salvation in his own hands, All 
will admit that faith is our own act, and if God constitutes us 
Vou. Il.— Presb. Mag. 3 Q 
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capable of believing at first, are we not as much indebted to him 
for this power, as if he were to give it to us at any future time? 

This view of the subject gives no ground for boasting: it en- . 
courages the sinner to use means—it increases the value of the 
scriptures, nor does it lessen the operations of the Spirit. The 
word is the means in the hand of God; or it is the sword of 
the Spirit, and is a powerful weapon, when in the hand of so 
skilled an Agent. 

The brazen serpent in the wilderness is a very fit represen- 
tation of man’s lost situation by nature, and of his recovery 
through Christ. The serpent must represent Christ raised 
on the pole of the gospel ; the persons bitten must represent our 
natures poisoned by sin; and their looking on the serpent must 
represent our looking to Christ by faith. Now if the figure is 
a good one (as no doubt it is), it is as much in our power to 
look to Christ and be saved, as it was for the Israelites to look 
upon the brazen serpent. And unless this were the case, the 
figure would not be suitable, nor would it properly represent 
what was intended. It appears also, that a// had an equal op- 
portunity to look on the brazen serpent. There was no obstacle 
in their way either natural or moral. 


InquisIToR VERITATIS. 


lige 


Oration delivered before the Somerset County Bible Society, 20th 
August, 1822, by Samuel Bayard, Esq. of Princeton, N. J. 


Fellow Christians—The occasion on which we now assemble 
justly claims attention and respect. We meet not to celebrate 
the birth day of some illustrious mortal—not to hail the centu- 
rial return of the day on which our forefathers landed on these 
western shores—not to commemorate the emancipation of our 
country from civil bondage, or to greet eaeh other on the re- 
cognition of our existence as an independent nation: No—we 
have met in this “building,” which although “ made with 
hands,” is ‘none other than the house of God and the gate of 
Heaven,” that we may by our influence, our example, and by 
the contribution of a very small part of that. property which 
Heaven has intrusted to our stewardship, assist in the good 
work of advancing the Redeemer’s kingdom on earth, by en- 
larging the circulation of his written word. | 

Assembled for such an object, it becomes a question how we 
can most profitably employ the few moments allotted to the ex- 
ercises of this day. The field before us is wide—it has often 
been passed by Christian travellers. The flowers it has yielded 
have been culled profusely on different occasions. To select 
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and arrange the few that remain untouched, would require su- 
perior genius and skill. sea | a 
To these qualifications, the speaker who is now called. to.ad- 
dress you, makes no pretensions. His aim is not to amuse you 
with splendid novelties in matter, or in diction, He solicits 
your attention merely to a short review of the nature, the pur- 
port, and the blessed influence of this sacred volume. —_. 
This, without question, is a subject of great extent. Our re- 
flections will therefore of necessity be general and brief. .May 
they conduce to our mutual advantage, and to the promotion of 
that great cause—a cause which brought the Son of God from 
Heaven to earth—which has now brought us together. | 
In regard to its nature and purport, we may safely affirm. that 
the Bible is, beyond all comparison, the most important book 


that was ever composed. Although its penmen are numerous, ' 


its author is one; that auther is none other than the Deity him- 
self. ‘ All scripture,’ says an imspired apostle, “is given by 
inspiration of God.” * Holy men spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.” | ’ 
The Bible contains the history of the creation—the fall, and 
the redemption of the human race. It furnishes the only au- 
thentic history of man, untarnished by falsehood and unmixed 
with fable. There is no history so ancient, so instructive, or so 
interesting. ‘There is no poetry so sublime, so pathetic, or so 
persuasive—no proverbs so just, so apposite, or so useful—no 
system of morals and duty so rational and consistent, as that 
which is contained in this sacred volume. Our Lord’s dis- 
course, as recorded in the 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of St. Mat- 
thew’s gospel, together with the Apostle Paul’s instructions, as 
contained in the 12th chapter of his epistle to the Romans, and 
his 12th chapter to the Hebrews, convey more exalted princi- 
ples, more solid consolation under affliction, and more perfect 


rules of conduct, than can be found in all the writings of the. 


best heathen authors that have ever lived.* 


* The two following facts in relation to Mr Locke and Sir William Joties, 
must be quite familiar to literary characters; but it was thought adviseable to 
introduce them into a popular address, inasmuch as they might be new and im- 
pressive to many hearers. 


The profound and pious Mr. Locke, who spent the last fourteen years of his 
life in the study of the Bible, being asked which was the shortest and surest 
way to attain a true knowledge of the Christian religion; recommended the 
study of the holy seriptures, but especially of the New Testament. ‘“ Therein,” 
said he, “are contained the words of eternal life. ‘They have God for their au- 
thor—salvation for their end—and truth, without any mixture of error, for their 
matter.” 


Sir William Jones, who was probably the finest genius of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, who wag master of no less than twenty-eight languages, and of whatever 
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« The Bible (says a late writer) is not indeed'a plan of religion 
delineated with minute accuracy, or arranged in systematic order, 
to instruct men in something altogether new, or to excite a vain 
admiration or applause. It is something unspeakably more 

t and noble, comprehending in the most magnificent order, 
along with every essential of that plan, various dispensations of 
God to mankind, from the formation of this earth, to the con- 
summation of all things. Other books may afford us much en- 
tertainment and instruction—may gratify our curiosity, may de- 
light our imagination, may enlighten our understanding, may 
calm our passions, exalt our sentiments and improve our hearts, 
~—but they have not, they cannot have that authority in what 
they affirm, in what they require, in what they promise and 
threaten, which the scriptures have. ‘There is a peculiar weight 
and energy in them, which is not to be found in mere human 
compositions. ‘Their denunciations are more awful, their re- 
proofs are more pungent, their consolations are more cheering, 
and their warnings more alarming. ‘They address themselves 
to the highest hopes and to the profoundest veneration of the 
human mind. There are passages in them so sublime, so pa- 
thetic, so full of energy on the heart and conscience; yet with- 
out the least appearance of labour for that purpose—indeed the 
design of the whole is so noble, so well suited to the condition 
of human nature, the morals so pure, the doctrines so excellent, 
the style so majestic yet so. plain, that the more they are read 
the more the reader is satisfied that they have come from “ the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness nor shadow of 
changing.” But what stamps this sacred volume with a value 
beyond all comparison is, that it contains the charter of our eter- 
nal salvation. It shows.the purposes of mercy that existed in 
the Divine Mind from the birth of creation—the plan of re- 
demption from the penalty of sin, ever since the fall of our first 
parents. Every victim that bled—every sin-offering that was 
made as an atonement for human guilt, through the lapse of 
4000 years, pointed to the “ Lamb of God,” who came to bleed 
on the altar of Divine justice—who came to suffer and to die, 
that he might “* make an end of sin——make reconciliation for ini- ' 
quity, and bring in an éverlasting righteousness.” 


valuable learning these languages contained—who was familiar with ancient and 
modern, with European and Asiatic literature, left on a blank leaf of his Bible 
the following inscription: “ Theological inquiries are no part of my present 
pursuit; but I cannot refrain from adding, that the collection of tracts which, 
from their excellence, we call ‘ Tax Scriptures,’ contain, independently of 
their divine origin, more true sublimity—more exquisite beauty—purer mo- 
rality—more important history, and finer strains both of poetry and eloquence, 
than could be collected within the same compass, from all other books, that 
were ever composed in any age or nation.” | 
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“When stars and suns were dust beneath his feet, 

He seiz’d our dreadful right—the load sustain’d, 

And heav’d a mountain from a guilty world. Bare 
A thousand worlds so bought, were bought too dear. - 
Sensations new, in angels’ bosoms rise, 

Suspend their song, and make a pause in bliss.” * 


Such in general is the nature and purport of this inspired vo- 
lume. Your attention is now requested to its influence and 
effects. ) ‘ 

These are various, extensive,.and benign. Let us trace them 
in a few directions. Let us begin by contemplating them in re- 
lation to zudtviduals. ‘Time would fail us, were. we to attempt 
an enumeration of the instances in. which the reading of the. 
Bible alone, without comment, without the agency of human 
instruction or eloquence, has been made the means of conver- 
sion from darkness to light, from vice to virtue; in which it 
has effected a resurrection from the death of sih to a life of ho- 
liness, an emancipation from the thraldom of Satan to the liberty 
of a child of God, and to all the privileges of an heir of glory. 
In how many instances has the perusal of the Bible—sometimes 
of the New Testament alone, and not unfrequently of a small por- 
tion of the inspired writings, altogether changed the principles 
and character of the reader. The good seed of the gospel, scat- 
tered by some faithful labourer, perhaps by a humble missionary, 
or by an obscure member of some Bible association, has taken 
root in the good ground of honest hearts, has sprung up and 
borne precious fruit, glorious to God, and incalculably beneficial 
to man. 

Nor is the word of life the means of conviction only. It is 
the germ of correct principles and of exemplary conduct. It 
is a “ well of living water,” a fountain of the purest consolations 
that ever visited and refreshed the human bosom. 

How often in the deepest solitude, where no human eye could 
behold the humble worshipper, where no human ear could catch 
the rising sounds of fervent devotion, has the holy soul held 
sweet communion with her God,—there breathed forth the sor- 
rows of penitence, and there drank deeply of that “ river of joy” 
which flows from the throne on high! | 

Amidst affliction and penury, in hospitals and prisons, in the 
chamber of disease and on the bed of pain, the perusal of the 
sacred volume has afforded a calm and elevated happiness, be- 
yond all the feverish and short-lived pleasures of the senses or 
imagination. And how often at the close of a well-spent life, 
when, the summons of death having arrived, the departing 
Christian was bidding adieu to the dearest objects of his earthly 
affections, have the hopes and the consolations of the gospel 
enabled the. expiring believer to exult in the immediate pros- 
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pect of dissolution, and to exclaim, with the inspired apostle, 
“Oh death, where is thy sting! Oh grave, where is thy victory.” * 

From the happy influence the sacred scriptures exert on 27- 
dividuals, let us next examine their effects on famz/zes. 

It has often been remarked by those who have visited the 
dwellings of the poor, that wherever they have found the Bible, 
they have in general found the spirit of the Bible pervading the 
family; they have found industry, neatness, contentment, mu- 
tual affection, harmony and peace. These are the natural fruits 
of that tree of life. : 

The grand principle of the gospel is Jove. Wherever this 
prevails in families, there will be found undisguised courtesy 
and gentleness: the angry passions will be subdued, and the 
clamours of contention be unheard: envy, distrust and division 
will be unknown: the kindest offices of affection will be per- 
formed with delight: each member of the family will sympa- 
thize in the sorrows and participate the joys of every other, 
and the household will in miniature represent the “ family of 
heaven.” Religion, like the precious oil poured on the head 
of Aaron, sheds a perfume through all the household where it 
prevails. On the parent and master, it confers dignity blended 


* The pious and excellent Mr. Hervey, in his last sickness, and under a 
firm conviction of his approaching decease, wrote thus to a friend: 

**T now spend almost my whole time in reading and praying over my Bible. 
I have been too fond of reading every thing valuable in our own language; but 
were I to renew my studies, f would take leave of these accomplished trifles, 
and devote my chief attention to the scriptures of truth.” 

Chancellor Oxenstiern, the prime regent of Sweden during the minority of 
Queen Christiana, who was at once a great statesman as well as a learned and 
judicious man, at the close of an active public life said tu a friend: “ After all 
my toil and trouble in the world, I find that my private life in the country has 
afforded me more true contentment than I ever enjoyed in all my public em- 
ployments. I have lately applied myself to the study of the Bible, wherein all 
wisdom and the greaiest delights are to be found. I therefore counsel you to 
make the study and the practice of the word of God your chief happiness—as 
indeed it will always be, to every one who relishes the truth of God—which 
infinitely excels all earthly things.” 

To William Penn, the celebrated founder of Pennsylvania, he said: “I have 
seen and enjoyed much of this world. All the comfort I have now, and which 
is more than the whole world can give, is feeling the good Spirit of God ir 
my heart and reading this excellent book”—(holding up the Bible). 

And the exceilent Dr. Leechman, Principal of the University of Glasgow, 
when lying on his death-bed, is said to have expressed himself in the follow- 
ing manner to a young nobleman, who came to visit him: 

“You see,” said the dying believer, “ the situation in whichI nowam. I 
have not many days to live. Lam glad you have had an opportunity of wit- 
nessing the tranquillity of my last moments. But it is not tranquillity and 
composure alone. It is joy and triumph—it is exultation. And whence,” 
continued the dying Christian, ‘ does this exultation spring? From that book, 
(pointing to a Bible that lay on the table) from that book—too much neglect- 
.ed, but which contains invaluable treasures of joy and rejoicing, for it makes 
us certain that “his corruptible shall put on inoorruption—this mortal, put on 
immortality.”’ 
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with kindness: it gives weight to authority, and mingles cour- 
tesy with command. Among the members of the family it _ 
motes respect and obedience to the head——peace, union and af- 
fection with each other—-and seems to’draw down’ the benedic, 
tions Of Heaven on the whole domestic circle. “ The curse.of 
the Lord is in the house of the wicked; but he blesseth the habi- 
tation of the just.” | : 

How interesting is the scene of a pious family assembling at. 
morning and evening to present their united homage to. the 
Great Author and Preserver of life: to hear his: word read for 
their mutual improvement, and to mingle their devotions with 
the praises of surrounding creation. : 

The following animated picture of family worship we have 
from the pen of a celebrated Scottish bard. | 


‘‘ The priest-like father reads the sacred page, 
How Abr’am was the friend of God on high ; 

Or Moses bade eternal warfare wage 
With Amalek’s ungracious progeny. 

Perhaps the Christian volume is the theme——_ 
How guiltless blood, for guilty man was shed ; 
How He, who bore in heav’n the second name, 
Had not on earth, whereon to lay his head! 

Then kneeling down, to heav’n’s eternal King 
The saint, the father, and the husband prays; 
Hope springs triumphant on exulting wings, 
That thus they all shall meet in future days; 
There ever bask in uncreated rays— 

No more to sigh or shed the bitter tear ; 

Together hymning their Creator’s praise, — 

In such society, yet still more dear, 

While time moves round in an eternal sphere” 
(To be continued.) 


RH 
FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 


ORIGIN OF HUMAN AFFLICTION, 


When the judgments of the Lord are abroad in the: earth, 
Christian observation ought not surely to slumber. It certainly 
becomes those who profess to fear the Lord, to inquire, at such 
a time, why his displeasure is thus manifested against the crea- 
tures of his hand. Without such inquiry and observation, 
Christians can never learn, with profit, those lessons of wisdom 
and instruction, which the providential dispensations of God are 
calculated to teach. Should the people of God, therefore, ne- 
glect to read the volume of Providence as it is unfolded in the 
revolution of time, they will deprive themselves of much real 
comfort and edification. They will thus, unquestionably, rob 
themselves of that spiritual joy, which the consideration, that 


_ ~ 


the Lord retgneth, is capable of producing in the pious’ breast, 
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We know that, at all this infidels and sceptics are apt to 
laugh. They foolishly i imagine, that it is quite unphilosophical 
to speak of God’s superintendency in the government of the 
world. Nature and natural causes are all the deity that they 
are disposed to worship and adore. Hence, rather than trace 
those afflictive occurrences, which take place in the world, to 
the hand of a God, displeased with men for their sins, they will 
busy themselves in accounting for them by the formation of the 
most absurd and incredible theories. 

After this melancholy example, however, Christians ought 
not to copy. They should never forget, that the Lord Omni- 
potent presides over the affairs of the universe. In all the oc- 
currences, which take place in their lot, they should ever ac- 
knowledge the superintending and controlling power of their 
God. Prosperity and adversity ought to be regarded by them 
as alike dependent on the arrangements of his providence. 
When enjoying the former, therefore, cheerful gratitude to him 
ought to mark the aspirations of their hearts; and, when sunk 
in the latter, they should exhibit, in his presence, the éalm con- 
tentment of a holy resignation. Secondary causes in the pro- 
duction of good or evil in the life of man, they need not al- 
together overlook: but they should never allow their attention 
to be so far engrossed by secondary agents, as to forget that the 
Lord reigneth over all; and that all agents and causes of a se- 
condary kind are under his immediate direction and control. 

But, how often are Christians really blameworthy in regard 
to this very thing! In comfortable circumstances they, like un- 
believers, frequently forget their God ; and, in trouble, they are 
often so much occupied with the discovery ‘of secondary causes 
in the production of their calamities, that they seem not to re- 
collect, that chastisements are sent upon them, by their heavenly 
Father, for the correction of their faults and the improvement 
of their graces. 

In regard to the calamities with which our country is fre- 
quently visited, we can see much of this folly manifested by 
professing Christians. How few do we see, amidst all the sick- 
ness, death and sorrow with which we are often surrounded, 
betaking themselves, in earnest, to the work of reformation ; 
confessing their sins to God, and intreating him that the afflic- 
tions which they may have seen or felt might be sanctified to 
their spiritual improvement and growth in grace. Nay, rather 
than turn their attention to the spiritual benefit which they ought 
to reap from their calamities, we find them often engaged in 
close contention whether this pool or that pool, this marsh or 
that marsh, this decomposition or that, may have brought upon 
them their trouble. See! O foolish contenders, some of your 
neighbours perhaps living in the same atmosphere with your- 
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selves enjoying good health, while you are. tossing upon a bed 


of sickness; and then ask yourselves, why did not the same 
pools and marshes and decomposition of vegetable matter make. 
your neighbours sick as well as you? What causeth, im this. 


matter, the difference? Do not your own minds tell you, that 
the superintending providence of God has caused this distinc- 
tion? Your neighbours were equally exposed with you to the 
influence of the atmosphere ; but God has afflicted you and. 
preserved them in health, just that you and they may learn, if 
you will observe, that afflictions: are not the mere spontaneous 
offspring of the soil which you inhabit. Your neighbours may 
be as guilty in the sight of God as you are; for those were not 
sinners above all others on whom the tower of Siloam fell; but 
God often makes a distinction and difference in the distribution 
of his temporal judgments, that men, if they will not absolutely 
shut their eyes against all evidence may know, that those natural 
and secondary causes, to which the production of disease is 
often attributed, are merely agents subject to the command and 
government of Him, whose kingdom extendeth over all. 

We have no wish by these remarks (as we have already 
hinted), to cause Christians to neglect altogether the use of 
means in the removal of their afflictions; nor do we desire them 
to be so very enthusiastical as to suppose that God does not, in 
his government of the world, employ secondary agents: but, 
whilst we allow thus much, we would have believers never to 


lose sight of the fact, that God is sovereign in his procedure, 


and, that, according to his pleasure, he can direct the operation 
of inferior causes and agents; and consequently can render the 
means, which human wisdom may devise, either successful or 
abortive. In the use of means, therefore, Christians should 
never fail to-entreat the blessing of their God upon them; and 
when they may have proved successful, they ought not to ne- 
glect to acknowledge in such an occurrence, his loving kind- 
ness and tender mercy. We allow that means have often proved 
successful in the case of individuals who have wofully neglected 
such an observance ; but then the goodness of God manifested 
towards them, in giving them more than their ingratitude de- 
served, will doubtless bring down at last, should they continue 
to despise his dealings, the stroke of justice with Tee se- 
verity upon their wicked and ungodly heads. 

We think that the late and present state of this country calls 
loudly upon the inhabitants to consider their ways, and to re- 
member their dependance upon that God who ruleth in heaven 
-and earth. Why have the people been so. grievously afflicted? 
Why has the Laed withheld from us, this season, the refreshing 
rain—dried up the springs—-and caused the earth to mourn? 
To these questions God himself has in his word given us an 
Vou. Il.—Presb. Mag. 3R 
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answer. ‘ He turneth rivers (Ps. cvii. 33, 34,) into a wilder- 
ness, and the water-springs into dry ground}. a fruitful land into 
barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.” 
Should not such a reflection as this teach the mhabitants of 
this land to retrace their steps, and see whether they may not, 
by their ingratitude and sin, have drawn down upon themselves 
the judgments of Heaven? God bears long with mankind be- 
fore he smites severely; but, if lighter chastisements are de- 
spised, we may expect, that judgments of a heavier and more 
overwhelming kind will descend upon us. Whilst our God, 
therefore, is still waiting to, be gracious, and whilst he is yet 
mingling mercy with judgment, let us arouse from our spiritual 
lethargy and wickedness; and commence that reformation of 
principle and practice of which we stand so much in need. 
«Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our 
God shall bless us.” Ps. Ixvii. 6. T. G. M’I. 


I 


FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 


HINTS. 


Mr. Evitor,—Is there not a great deficiency in the views 
and practice of our churches on the subject of assurance of 
hope? Did primitive Christians, as well as the patriarchs and 
apostles; possess this assurance?. Was it the means of their 
standing forth to brave the shock of persecution, as well as their 
safeguard against the temptations of the world? Is it not possi- 
ble to be attained still? Nay, is 1t not a commanded duty? 
Would it furnish inconceivable advantages to the Christian in 
his pilgrimage? Is not the general want of it the reason why 
Christians instead of rejoicing, as the Bible expressly commands, 
have very little spiritual joy, but rather continual sorrow and 
heaviness of heart? On this subject, is it not the general im- 
pression that it is a-visionary thing to attempt to attain it? How 
few who have made the attainment, or any thing like it! 

I know of no subject on which a well written treatise would 
be calculated to do more good than on this; urging the im- 
portance and necessity of this grace, and pointing out the way 


to attain it. Cannot you tax some of your numerous corres- 
pondents to this amount? 


lean 


With all the excellencies of your Magazine, there is one de- 
partment which I should like to see more frequently occupied 
in your columns: viz. Exegetical lectures on important parts of 
scripture, conducted perfectly independent of any existing com- 
mentary. It is obvious that there has got to be a great revolu- 
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tion in the manner of interpreting scripture, as the science of 
biblical crittcism is improved, and more generally wnderstood by 
the pastors of our churches. Although we do not apprehend 
that our creed will be crippled of any one important doctrine, 
yet it is evident that many hundred texts are quoted frequently to 
prove points of doctrine aside from the spirit and intention of the 
writer. We want more knowledge of the real meaning of scrip- 
ture words and phrases, of the scope and intention of maay 
whole books, and that derived purely from the legitimate inter- 
pretation of the original itself independent of any: human autho- 
rity. This is the arena on which the great battle of God Al- 
mighty is to be fought against the enemies of evangelical truth, 
that begin to come.in like a flood. A course of lectures in this 
department would, we think, tend very much to increase the 
usefulness of your valuable publication. Why will not our 
worthy young professor, in the Theological Seminary, give the 
church, through your Magazine, some of his Hore Biblice, 
as he progresses ? 

It must be evident to every one who has the slightest ac- | 
quaintance with ecclesiastical history, that the worthy refor- 
mers had a very inadequate acquaintance with the subject of 
religious liberty and its kindred topics; the proper relation that 
exists between the church and the powers that be; the duty of 
the civil magistrate with regard to religion. And it is equally 
obvious that these subjects are still very badly understood by 
the governments of Europe. The American Revolution seems 
to have been the entering wedge to some correct insight into 
this important subject; and still there remain many difficulties 
to be solved. 

Which is the superior institution in authority, the church or 
the civil government? Which is the imperium in amperio? Is 
the magistrate bound to treat all religious opinions alike, even 
to the pagan, or atheistical? and, as a magistrate, tobe totally 
indifferent to all—or is he obliged to acknowledge the authority 
and laws of the Lord Jesus Christ? What civil privileges does 
one who accepts of an office in the church, (a public teacher for 
instance) ipso facto, renounce? Or is he-as eligible, the rights of 
man being well understood, to any office in the state, as if she 
held no office in the church? We here (N. Y.) are taught to be- 
lieve that such a station disfranchises a man just’as clearly as if 
his complexion was a few shades darker than that sallow one 
which we call. white. What would be ‘the result to civil go- 
_ vernment if all men were religious? In the millenium what will 
be. the source of civil power? Will the General Assembly 
(taking for granted that all the church will unite in its commu- 
nion and government, appoint our presidents, our secretaries of 
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state and treasury, (needing no secretary at war) our governors, 
our kings, our emperors, and our grand seigniors, or will the 
wheels of government continue to move from independent 
springs ? ‘ 

What influence, have the respective religious dogmas of the 
many sects, that have started up since the Reformation, had on 


this subject? What creed is the most favourable 


liberty ? 


to public 


We should be glad to see these, or similar inquiries, answered 
in a well written essay on this subject. 


Why would it not be a good custom to have the opening ser- 
mon before the General Assembly printed, and its avails go to 
the missionary or other fund? It would excite much interest in 
our churches ; and, as important topics are selected for discus- 
sion, they would furnish, when collected into a volume, an im- 
portant document to which we might refer to discover the signs 
of the times in the various stages of the history of our church. 
And this custom, too, would be an additional inducement to fur- 
nish something valuable on that occasion. 


sc 


UNION MISSION AMONG THE OSAGE INDIANS. 


M. H. 


Extract of a Letter from a Member of the Union Mission to a Friend in Philadel- 


phia, dated Union, Arkansas Territory, August 15th, 1822. 


Dear Sir, 

It is with heartfelt gratitude to our gracious Benefactor, that 
I hasten to inform you of the happy result of a council held be- 
tween the Cherokees and Osages at the United States garrison. 
It commenced on the 4th inst. and continued in session eight 
I trust the pleasing intelligence will tend to animate 
your heart with fresh vigour in the blessed cause of our Re- 
deemer. The inveterate enmity, that not long ago subsisted 
between the Cherokees and Osages, and which proved a strong 
barrier to our usefulness amongst this degraded people, has at 
length happily subsided ; and the dawn of a brighter day than 
we have ever yet seen now shines upon us. The Lord who 
enabled us to exercise a humble reliance on his promises, has 
not disappointed our hopes; but at the very crisis when hu- 
man aid seemed ineffectual, he was graciously pleased to mani- 
fest his wonder-working power in inclining the hearts of both 


days. 


parties 


to peace. 


Our hearts overflow with gratitude at this 


dispensation of Providence, which has evidently taken place in 


answer 


to prayer. : 


Prospects for immediate usefulness are beginning to appear. 
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We are anxiously waiting to receive heathen children—our pre- 
sent number is seven. 

All the Osage captives are to be delivered up to their own 
people. If there should be adult prisoners amounting to no more 
than three, who wish to live among the Cherokees, they shall 
have. permission to return, and shall be treated in all respects as 
native Cherokees, entitled to all their privileges, and allowed 
to return whenever they please. 

The Osages and Cherokees shall have a right to pass and 
repass through each other’s nation, and to hunt; but not to erect 
any hunting camps on each other’s land. 

The Cherokees have obtained permission to hunt in common 
with the Osages, on the Osage land that lies south of the Ar- 
kansaw river, 

The Osages have engaged to pay the Cherokees three hun- 
dred dollars out of their annuities, for an attack made on Cha- 
kelies’ party, while hunting on the ground belonging to the 
Osages.—The Indians who made the attack belonged to White 
Hair’s Village. ‘This village has however, agreed to pay the 
sum. 

Two Indian boys left us yesterday, owing to a-story which 
has been invented, by some of the relatives as we suppose, to in- 
duce them to leave us—One of them was son of a chief.— A 
girl about nine years of age and her brother, were given to me 
by their parents a few weeks ago. ‘They all staid in my room 
ten or twelve days: when the parents came to leave us, they 
found it hard to part with their children, and so took them 
away.—Another little girl was given to Sister Johnson; she 
staid with us two or three days, and then was removed by her 
friends.—One man wished to sell his child to us for some 
clothing. 

You perceive by this statement how changeable these Indians 
are, and how little we can depend on appearances, however 
flattering they may seem.——Yet in the midst of these vicissitudes 
we have much to support and comfort us, much to urge us for- 
ward to vigorous exertions in this blessed work. The grace 
of Jesus is sufficient for us’ in every emergency ; his promises 

console—his predictions encourage—and the destitute state of 
the pagans around us, who are fast hastening to eternity, calls 
loudly for our labours. 


We find it necessary to observe the utmost circumspection 


in our intercourse with this people ; some of them will take ad- ‘ 


_ vantage of the least affability on our part. 

I long to acquire a knowledge of their language, that I ma 
tell these poor degraded females of the love of Jesus.—“ What 
a luxury there is in doing good,” said an eminently pious mis- 
sionary now at rest: and nothing I think gives more delight to 
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a pious soul than being employed in active benevolence. It 
savours of heaven. And who can tell when we arrive there to 
what extent ouy now limited powers of operation will be ex- 
panded? O for more ardour in the cause of Christ while here 
on earth! I feel more and. more animated in the missionary 
work——truly it is a glorious cause, and one which our God will 
bless. —We trust we have the prayers of Christians to strengthen 
us in this arduous work.--The Lord often sees best to try us 
by delays while importuning his aid; and at the set time, when 
every other refuge fails, he appears for us: in no one instance I 
think has it been more evidently the case than in the termina- 
tion of this war-—surely we have reason for gratitude if any mis- 
sionaries have. 

While I am writing, three Indians are sitting near me, who 
have just returned from the council.—They tell me that the 
white men, the Cherokees, and the Osages, are now friends. 
They are very fond of ornaments; one of them is viewing him- 
self in his looking-glass—-he is loaded with beads and wampum 
~-has a wampum necklace on, a feather in his head and a plated 
band on his arm—he is now painting himself with vermillion 
—I am constantly interrupted by their asking me some ques- 
tions. Almost all the men smoke ; they are very fond of tobacco, 
but frequently use sumach leaves pulverized as a substitute. 
It is their general custom to pray before they smoke.—The men 
live an idle life; the women perform all manual labour with ap- 
parent cheerfulness. Polygamy is common among them. A 
man is considered poor if he has but one wife ‘The women ap- 
pear to be sunk into a much lower state of degradation than the 
men; some seem destitute of all that is amiable—but there are 
exceptions.—Frequent jealousies arise, which create family 
quarrels, and make way for much evil. How can these things be 
remedied but by introducing the gospel amongst them? It has 
come to their very doors, but has not yet found entrance, and 
there are many obstacles to be overcome before it gains full ad- 
mission. O it is the prayers of Christians that we need, and 
while they are supplicating blessings on themselves, let them not 
forget Union Mission. 


oe 


OBITUARY NOTICE. 


Died, at Princess Anne, Maryland, on Saturday, the 7th 
September, ult. in the 34th year of his age, and 9th of his mi- 
nistry, the Rev. Henry Blatchford, A. M., eldest son of the 
Rev. Dr. Blatchford, of Lansingburgh, New York, leaving an 
affectionate widow and two infant children, and a numerous 
train of bereaved friends to mourn his loss. 
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He was born at Ford, Devonshire, England. He emigrated 


with his father’s family to this country about the 6th year of. 


his agee He was early impressed with a deep sense of his ruin- 
ed condition by nature, and led to seek recovery through Jesus 
Christ, the only way to God the Father.. In the 14th year of 
his age he made a public profession of religion, In the year 
1811, he was admitted to the first degree in the arts, in Union 
College. He was one of the first class of students in the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton, where he regularly passed 
through the preparatory course of study, highly approved, and 
sincerely loved by all who were connected or acquainted with 
him. He was soon afterwards licensed to preach: the gospel, 
and, after a few months, settled in the ministry in Orange 
Street Church, New York, from which he removed to take 
charge of one of the charches 3 in the town of Salem, Massachu- 


setts, where he continued until within a few months of his © 


death. Strongly impelled by a desire of spreading abroad ‘the 
knowledge of the Lord, he accepted, in the month of May 
last, an invitation from Snowhill, in Maryland, to spend some 
time with them, which he did, faithfully labouring in the Lord’s 
vineyard until the week before his death. His last illness was 
short, and severe; and it was sustained with Christian pa- 
tience and fortitude. His death happily exemplified the truth 
and value of the doctrines he taught, and to him may be applied 
the inspired benediction: ‘ Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours, and thelr works follow them !” 

Few young men have left behind them so many mourners. 
The cordiality and kindness of his heart, the sweetness of his 
temper, the meekness of his deportment, the devotedness of his 
life, in all the relations of a friend, a brother, a husband, a 
father, a son, and a messenger of salvation, bound him to. all 
who knew him, and gave them a tender interest in his life; 
and now that he is gone, the recollection of those amiable qua- 
lities gives a peculiar pungency to the grief of his friends, filling 
their hearts with a keen sense of their irreparable loss and pain- 
ful bereavement. ) 

May his early removal from the labours of the vineyard 
prove the means of quickening the zeal and diligence of sur- 
vivors in the ministry of reconciliation!—“ The night cometh, 
in which no man can work.” And may his bereaved relatives 
be enabled to say and sing, with devout and unrepining submis- 
sion to the will of God : 


Good when he gives—immensely good, 
Nor less when he denies : 

E’en crosses from his gracious hand 

Are blessings in disguise !” 
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Christian Psalmody. 


CHRISTIAN PSALMODY, 


Review of Strictures on a book entitled, “ An Apology for the Book 
of Psalms: by Gilbert M*Master.” To which will be added, 
Remarks on a book, entitled, ** The Design and Use of the 
Book of Psalms; by Alexander Gordon.” By Henry Ruffner, 
M.A. Lexington, Virginia, 1822. pp. 56. 8vo. 


The spiritual invisible church of the living God 1s onE ; and 
consists of all regenerated persons who have, by the Holy Spirit, 
been savingly united to Jesus’Christ, the Head of the mystical 
body. “Truth,” say the seceding Presbyterians of this coun- 
try, who are one in doctrine and discipline with the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States, ex- 
cepting on the subject of Christzan Psalmody, “the real body 
of Christ, is one body, having many members connected with 
the-one Head.” 

We proceed a step further, and assert, that this invisible and 
spiritual church, so far as it consists of men on earth, ought to 
be professedly and visibly one, in doctrine, discipline, and com- 
munion; because one system of doctrine and discipline is the 
true system authorized by the scriptures; and because Christ 
requires his disciples to have fellowship with one another, even 
as with himself. “ Yes,” say the seceders, “ the real church of 
Christ on earth, ought to be visibly, and professedly, and cor- 
dially one; they ought to be one in ecclesiastical, presbyterial, 
and Christian fellowship.” 

Well, what hinders all Presbyterians, who hold the same 
form of discipline and doctrines of grace, from presenting to 
the world the pleasing spectacle of such an union? What should 
prevent us from stopping the mouths of scoffing infidels who 
tell us that even Presbyterians cannot agree to sit at the same 
Lord’s table in harmony? Why should the church of Christ 
more resemble the different tribes of people dispersing from 
Babel, than a band of brethren under one captain of salvation, 
“terrible as an army with banners ?” 

No good reasons can be offered why. the real church of Christ 
in the world should be divided, or should seem to be the-hostile 
troops of contending nations : but some of the things which ac- 
tually cause at present: different portions of the Presbyterian 
Church. in the United States to retain separate denominations 
and communious are deemed to be the following : 

1. The fears of some little men, that they should lose the 
consequence which they now enjoy in their own department, 
were the whole Presbyterian interests of this country amalga- 
mated. They probably do not admit, that they possess such 
fears ; but others can see their desire after distinction and pre- 
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eminence, and feel pity for them, even while they lament the 
vanity of some good people, and the general deceitfulness of thé 
human heart. These persons would indeed suffer some morti- 
fication in being reduced to a level with the great mass of their — 
ministerial brethren; but it is better to be even with men of 
common stature in society, than to be a giant in the midst of — 
dwarfs. 4 

2. Some feel a peculiar national attachment for the sections 
of the church from which they sprung m Europe; and so long 
as those denominations have a distinct being, they desire to 
manifest their peculiar regard for them. But is Christ divided?’ 
Or have the Presbyterians in this country any concern with the 
Burgher oath ; or with any line of crowned heads m England 
or Scotland ? 

3. Others, who have a godly zeal for the truth as it is in Je- 
sus, fear that they should injure the cause of truth by becoming 
members of the church under the care of the General Assem- 
bly. Their own denomination of Presbyterians they deem 
more scriptural in doctrine ; and, by retaining their distinct and 
separate existence, they design*to bear testimony agaist the 
errors which may be found amongst us. These men are to be 
esteemed for their love of orthodox sentiments; but we may be 
permitted to question whether they take the right method of 
opposing error in all cases. Shall anv one Christian excommu- 
nicate another, or a particular church a member for every erfo- 
neous opinion which he may hold? Or does the Presbyterian 
church, considered as a whole, hold any error which renders 
her worthy of excommunication from the fellowship of her 
Presbyterian sisters in Christ? This question is seriously pro- 
posed to those who practically excommunicate us, by refusing 
to unite with us in celebrating the Lord’s Supper in our churches, 
and by excluding all our ministers from their pulpits, and all 
our communicants from thezr table. 

Errors there are, no doubt, in the judgments of several of our 
brethren in the ministry ; but the church in her collective ¢apa- 
city, so far as my knowledge extends, has never tolerated a fun- 
damental error, which ought to cause her to be treated as though 
she were not a church of Jesus Christ. Indeed, it is not boast- 
ing to say, that she will not suffer by a comparison with 
other section of the visible church in the United States, or in 
the world. Her ministers and churches are more numerous 
than those of all the other Presbyterian denominations in this 
country ; and for learning, orthodoxy, and piety, they need not 
shrink from inspection, when placed side by side with any other 
equal number of religious teachers which can be assembled by 
the Associate, the Associate Reformed, the Reformed Dutch, 
the German Reformed, and the Reformed Presbyterians. Let 
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us be judged by our professions and our works together; and 
we ask those who are too pure to amalgamate with us, or even 
to sit with us at the Lord’s table, wherein they are more righ- 
teous than we. 

We-know that these denominations have some ministers not 
quite so learned, evangelical, sound, and pious, as we could 
wish them; and some communicants not so moral. and zealous 
for holiness of life as they ought to be; but still we cannot but 
acknowledge all these different communions to be parts of the 
visible church of Christ; and, therefore, we say to each, since 
we are by far the most numerous body, as Moses said to Hobab, 
“ We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, I 
will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee good; 
for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel.” But the 
New Associate Reformed Synod of New York, and several other 
little squadrons flying in different directions, each under the 
banner of the cross, with this motto, “Christ is ours exclu- 
sively,” reply, “I will not go; but I will depart to mine own 
land, and to my kindred.” But, | 

4, Rousr, and passions and prejudices which poor Rouse, 
though long since dead, has unintentionally excited, keep more 
pious Presbyterians asunder in these United States than all 
‘other causes. | 

The General Assembly says, we are brethren; let us not 
strive about things to no profit, but to the dishonour of the 
‘body of Christ ; let us be one in all our operations for the glory 
of God, so far as we can agree, since we all hold the essentials 
of members of Christ; and since we differ about psalmody in 
points which do not affect each other’s Christian character, let 
us agree to differ. Do you sing the Psalms of David, Asaph, 
Hezekiah, and Miriam, and of Moses and the Lamb, as para- 
phrased, or translated, or versified by good Mr. Rouse, and sing 
nothing else, so long as you deem it best; and all we ask is, that 
you would suffer us to sing in the praise of God, any lines which 
are scriptural, spiritual, and consistent in sentiment with the 
analogy of faith. If any individual or congregation shall sing 
any thing heretical, or unsuitable, this evil may be corrected 
or punished just as readily as the preaching or praying of heresy, 
and in the same way. : 

But our seceding brethren answer, “you sing Watts, and 
Watts was a heretic! God has given his church a divinely in- 
spired system of psalmody, which is to be used, by his appoint- 
ment, as the liturgy of praise in each particular church so long 
as the world stands; nothing else may. be sung in the meetings 
of the congregation. That liturgy is the book of Psalms found 
in the Bible ; and, of that book of Psalms, Mr. Rouse has made 
the only true and faithful translation in metre; so that Mr. 
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Rouse’s versification of the book of Psalms is the divinely in- 
spired system of psalmody in the English language; Rouse’s 
metrical version is the true liturgy which we, and you, and all 
worshippers who speak the English language ought to employ 


exclusively.” 


This is the substance of “An Apology for the Book of Psalms,” 
by our friend and brother, the Rev. Gilbert M‘Master, of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church. This is the bone of conten- 
tion; but let who will proudly carry it, and growl defiance, we 
do not intend to follow them with a canine scent or temper. By 
and by, when our good friends are tired of gnawing it, they will 
bury it; some future mastiff may then dig it up and growl over 
it again; but in less than thirty years the bone will rot, and re- 
turn to the dust out of which it was taken. | 

In our judgment, the Rev. Mr. Ruffner, in his Strictures, has 
triumphantly refuted all the arguments which Mr. M‘Master 
has adduced for the exclusive use of Rouse’s versification of the 
Psalms of David, or even of the divinely: inspired songs which 
are found in the Bible. 

It has never been shown, to our satisfaction, that God has 
prescribed the book of Psalms to be sung, exclusive of all other 
poetical compositions, by-the Christian church: no, nor even 
that the church, under the Hebrew dispensation was required 
to confine herself to the pieces contained in that divinely in-— 
spired collection. | 

Mr. Ruffner shows, that Tur Book of Psalms, and the psalms 
are spoken of in the New Testament; but we are in no place 
required to sing the Psalms, or the Book of Psalms, but only to 
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Now it is highly pro- 
bable, that the inspired writers who quote the Psalms, and the 
book of Psalms, would have required us to sing the Psalms, and 
the book of Psalms, had this been the mind of the Spirit; whereas 
they speak of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs indefinitely ; 
and only require, that they be spiritual, rich in the word of 
Christ, and sung with the understanding and the heart.. The 
psalms contained in the book of ‘Psalms are not excluded ; and 
they may all be sung or chanted; and so may the whole Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation. | | 

When Christ said, “all things must be fulfilled which were 
written in the Jaw of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
Psalms, he appears to have included the book of Ecclesiastes, 
Solomon’s Song, and the Proverbs, under the denomination of 
the Psalms; and these portions of scripture surely may be sung 


by those who will sing nothing but divinely inspired psalms, not- 


withstanding they are not contained in the book of the Psalms 
of David and Asaph. | sisi 
Between fifty and sixty of the Psalnts bear inscriptions. or 
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prefaces, which denote that they were designed to be sung in 
the service of the temple, or “at the dedication of the house ‘of 
David ;” or on special occasions, or by the chief musicians.on 
certain instruments, or in certain places, as by the chief musi- 
cian of Neginoth, Nehihiloth, Githith, Muthlabben, Sheminith, 
Arjeleth Shabar, Muhalath, Jonathelem-rechokim, Shushane- 
duth, Shoshannim, and for the sons of Korah. Several other 
psalms appear to have been sung by individuals privately; and 
some of them are called prayers, which may or may not have 
been. sung by the church in Judea. The introductions to the 
Psalms, therefore, are so far from proving that the whole col- 
lection was appointed to be sung in public worship even in the 
time of David, that they are calculated to convey a very differ- 
ent impression, and induce the opinion that some Psalms were 
designed for special occasions, and some for private meditation. 

“‘ Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites 
to sing praise unto’ the Lord with the words of David, and of 
Asaph; but this did not impose on Israel the duty of singing 
the whole book of Psalms, and nothing else in their temple and 
synagogue. We know not that Hezekiah had any inspiration 
or divine commission to authorize his injunction .on this occa- 
sion; or that he had any right to institute ordinances for the 
, Levites. His command could no more prove it to be the duty 
of the church in his age to sing the words of David and Asaph 
at all, much less exclusively, than the command of Geor;e 
Guelf the Fourth and of his princes could bind the whole Chris- 
tian church to sing exclusively such psalms as they might ap- 
point. Neither a good nor a bad king, could make law concern- 
ing a liturgy of praise, for any portion of the church, without 
authority from her divine Head. Hezekiah has given us one 
inspired song of his own composition; contained in Isaiah 
Xxxvill. 9—20; and this may be sung; but that he was under 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost in any of his other writing 
and instruttions, is more than we are warranted to assert. 

But our Saviour and his disciples, Mr. M‘Master tells us, 
sung the Hi/lel, (the psalms from the 113th to the 118th) after 
the Paschal supper, and thereby set us an example of singing 
the book of Psalms. What! the whole book exclusively? Our 
Lord and his disciples “sang an hymn;” but the Bible does 
not tell us that it was found in the book of Psalms, or in any 
other part of the sacred scriptures. Hypothetical probabilities 
ought not to bind our consciences on this or any other subject. 
But what if Christ did sing the Hillel? Has he told us to sing 
the same words? He was circumcised too, and are we bound to 
be circumcised for that reason? If he sung the Hillel as the 
Jews are supposed to have done when they ate the Paschal 
lamb, he may, as a Jew, have observed this custom; but where 
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is the precept that bound even a Jew to. sing the Hillel, or any 
one of the Psalms on this occasion? We are Protestants, and 
must have something firmer than tradition and custom for the 
foundation of our religious sentiments and observances. 

Because Mr. M‘Master found little in the Bible on which he 
could comment so as to favour his views, he resorted to ancient 
history, and Mr. Ruffner seems nothing loth to follow him. : In 
the first century, Pliny, the Roman governor of Bythinia, wrote 
to the emperor, concerning the Christians, as a brief description 
of them and their worship, that, “on a stated day they used to 
assemble before sunrise, and sing together an hymn to Christ 
as a Deity.”” On this passage Mr. R. remarks thus: 

‘“‘ His design was to give the emperor in a few words some 
distinct idea of the Christian worship. He had taken pains to 
get information, and among all the particulars which he had 
learned, he chose to mention this, as the one by which the Chris- 
tians were chiefly distinguished in their worship: * They ad- 
dressed an hymn to Christ as God.’ In the same country were 
many Jews who sang David’s Psalms, but cursed Christ as an 
impostor. Would Pliny, in describing Christian worship, fix on 
that particular, and that chiefly, in which they precisely fol- 
lowed the Jews, their bitterest enemies? So he did, according 
to Mr. M‘Master’s hypothesis. And in singing the Jewish 
psalms after the Jewish manner, would Pliny remark as the 


main feature of Christian worship, that they addressed Christ . 


as God? Is it not probable that these Christians sang hymns 
which distinguished their psalmody, in part at least, from that 
of the unbelieving Jews who dwelt in the same country—hymns 


composed expressly to celebrate the divinity of Jesus Christ.” 
p, 8. 

With the desire that our readers may purchase Mr. Ruffner’s 
Strictures, and attentively peruse them for their own benefit, we 
shall subjoin an important extract, and thus conclude this ar- 
ticle. 


“In his attack on Dr. Latta’s historical statement, he refers the case of Pau- 
lus of Samosata, to the 4th century: but that heretic lived about the year 260, 
or about 40 years before the beginning of that age. On this case he writes in 
the following vehement and confident style: ¢ A similar argument, with no little 
sol pr is drawn from the case of Paulus of Samosata at Antioch. That heretic 

ad abolished the Psalms which were sung there to the glory of Christ, whose 
Godhead he denied, and. appointed hymns to be pubhcly sung in his own 
praise. For these impieties he was publicly degraded from the sacred office. 
These are the naked facts ; and what think you is the inference from them? 
That the church used exclusively,* hymns of human composition! But why 
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* Dr. Latta did not infer from this case that the church used uninspired 
hymns exclusively; but as he says himself, “that an evangelical Psalmody ge- 
nerally prevailed.” This, and this only, he professes to prove in his historical 
account. Mr. M’Master misrepresents him as arguing from each passage 
auoted from the fathers for the exclusive use of evangelical hymns. | 
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pursue the subject? Such reasoning rises not to the dignity of a sophism.— 
Such perversions of historical record, only tend to shake our confidence in hu- 
man testimony: Should such reasoning be admitted as legitimate in our 
courts of justice, who would not tremble for the safety of his person and rights? 
For other reasons than the safety of their literary fame, it is trusted that these 
productions of Latta, Freeman, and Baird, were the hasty effusions of youth, 
and thoughtless compositions of dotage, rather than the mature conclusions of man- 
/y minds.’ . | 

“Thus does our author inveigh against the absurd pretensions to reasoning, 
‘and the perversions of historical record,’ of Latta and others; and save his 
charity by imputing their compositions to the rashness of youth or the imbeci- 
lity uf dotage. He professes himself to give us ‘the naked facts :’ the chief of 
which is, that Paulus ‘abolished the Psalms usually sung in honour of Christ, 
and appointed Hymns to be publicly sung in his own praise.’ Who would not 
infer from this account of Psalms abolished and Hymns appointed, that the 
former were the Psalms of David; especially as our author raises such a cla- 
mour against inferring the contrary ? 

“But the passage of Eusebius correctly translated, expresses precisely the 
following facts. ‘ Moreover, he [Paulus] abolished the Psalms [psalmous] usu- 
ally sung-in honour of our Lord Jesus Christ as being modern and the composi- 
tions of modern men; he also got women to sing [psalmodein] in honour of him- 
self, in the midst of the church on the great festival of Easter”* ‘* Naked? in- 
deed are our author’s facts; for he has stripped them of every circumstance by 
which their real meaning could be discovered. But he well knew that if he - 
added to the word ‘ Psalms,’ the circumstance of their being ‘modern, and the 
compositions of modern men,’ his reader could not possibly imagine them to 
be David’s Psalms. : 


“He has omitted other weighty facts connected with this case. I shall 
briefly mention them. 

“ Paulus of Samosata was Bishop of Antioch, one of the greatest cities, and, 
principal seats of Christianity, in the east. He taught that Christ was a meré 
man. For this heresy, and other crimes, he was tried by a large council of 
bishops, assembled from various quarters of the Church. They deposed 
him from the ministry, and wrote a circular letter giving an account of his he- 
resy, and other misconduct, and of the proceedings against him. A great part 
of that letter was preserved by Eusebius in his church history; and among the 
charges of misconduct is the forementioned fact of his abolishing the ‘ modern’ 
psalms usually sung in the church of Antioch. 

“From these facts several others may be clearly deduced, Mr. M’Mastet’s 
invectives to the contrary notwithstanding. 

“1. In the third century modern hymns in honour of Jesus Christ were in 
established use in the church at the great city of Antioch. 

“2. The use of such hymns was so decisively approved by a council re- 
presenting a great part of the Christian world, that they alleged the abolition 
of them. as a crime against the purity and welfare of the church. No doubt, 
then, as Dr. Latta said, the use of evangelical hymns generally prevailed among 
Christians. 

“3. The first passage in church history, which clearly shows what psalms 
were generally used in the first ages of Christianity, declares them to have 
been modern compositions expressly designed to honour Jesus Christ. 

“4, The earliest opposition mentioned ever to have been made in the church 
A such psalms, was by a proud heretic, who denied the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. 

“5. I pretend not to affirm positively, but I think it. probable that Paulus 
introduced the Psalms of David in place of those which he abolished. The 
true reason why he abolished the established psalms of the church was because 
they expressly ascribed divine honours to Jesus Christ; but his.pretended rea- 
son was, that they were ‘modern, and composed by modern men.’ Common 
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sense would have taught him the ridiculous absurdity of such. a plea for 
changing the established psalmody, if he had substituted modern iti 

for those he abolished; but if he introduced the ancient Jewish psalms, he 
gave a consistent reason, and our author would say an unansw one, for 
the change. But did he not substitute hymns in his own praise? By no means; 
they would have been the most modern of all. The council do not 

him with such mad absurdity ; they only say, that he did on one occasion, thi 
festival of Easter, get women to sing in honour of himself; a thing very differ- 
ent from the stated psalmody of the church. They make no mention of what 
he substituted for the psalms which he rejected as bee modern. If they 
were other modern psalms, those psalms would doubtless: have deprived 
Christ of divine honours, and we should expect the council to state -the fact 
in their account of his misdeeds; but if they were the Psalms of David, the 
council would not mention it in a list of charges. But do not David’s 

teach the divinity of Christ? Undoubtedly; but those who deny that doctrine, 
deny that it is contained in those psalms; and since they acknowledge them 
to be a part of scripture, they can as readily sing as read them, and much more 
readily pervert their meaning in explaining the Psalms before singing, than 
misunderstand a hymn composed from the New. Testament, and bs amid nd 
addressing Jesus Christ as God, equal with the Father. It is therefore quite 
probable that Paulus introduced the Psalms of David at Antioch.* Such is the 
case of Paulus, on which our author grounds the most serious charges and con- 
temptuous language against others, while he professes to give the ‘naked 
facts.’ 1 


“But I have not yet done with the third century, concerning which history 
furnishes so little light to Mr. M’Master. 

“ The excellent historian, Eusebius, wrote about the year 320, He gives 
some proofs that the ancient Christians believed the divinity of Christ. By the 
ancient Christians he must have meant those who lived even before the third 
century. Among other proofshe says, ‘ The Psalms and Hymns of the brethren, . 
written at the beginning by the faithful, celebrate Christ as the word of God, 
ascribing divinity to him.’ 

“ Again, Eusebius givcs us extracts of some letters of Dionysius, Bishop of 
Alexandria, in Egypt, another chief city, and seat of Christianity. This Diony- 
sius flourished at the same time with Paulus of Samosata. He wrote, but with 
the charity of a brother, against a book of Nepos, another bishop. ‘Indeed, 
{says he) for several other things, I love and commend Nepos, for his faith, &c. 
and also for the many Psalms and Hymns he composed, with whicly many of the 
brethren are even at this time delighted,’+ 


“ By the help of these passages, we may understand another in Origen, who 
flourished early in the third century.. He speaks of their ‘ smging hymns of 
praise to the Father in or by Christ, in good metre, rhyme and harmony.’ _ This 
implies a regular poetry. But there is no account of any metrical translation 
ef the book ofPsalms in any of those early ages. 
Origen’s description applies only to the hymns written and sung by the 
_ faithful from the earliest days of the church. But Mr. M’Master supposes, 
without a shadow of authority from ancient history, that all those hymns were 
designed and allowed only to be privately read and sung by sndividuals. He 
would hardly have ventured such a hypothesis if he. had informed his reader 
that such were the hymns in public use at Antioch, and that the abolition of 
them was one of the crimes charged upon Paulus by the representatives of a 
large portion of the Christian world, Eusebius says that the ns of the first 
Christians celebrated Christ as the word of God, ascribing divinity to him; Pliny 
says, the Christians of the first century sang hymns to Christ as God—St. John 
in vision heard the church praising Christ in new songs for accomplished re- 





* See the substance of this argument stated by the learned and judicious 
-Mosheim, in his work De rebus Christianorum, page 703. 

¢ Eccl. Hist. Book 5. ch. 28, 

+ Idem, B. 7. ch. 24, 
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demption ; Paulus the heretic abolished all such ‘ modern compositions,’ be- 
eause their orthodoxy was inconsistent with his heresy; Mr. M’Master in all 
the history, inspired or uninspired, of the three first centuries, finds no men- 
tion of the singing of David’s Psalms, except that the little 135d psalm was 
sung in Tertullian’s time ‘when many supped together.’ Yet he is so. con- 
fident that only this book of Psalms was publicly used’ in those ages, that he 
accuses Dr. Latta of having a hypothesis which he would argue for ‘at ail ha- 
zards;’ and of writing ‘ without fear’ and setting ‘ at defiance the legitimate laws 


of reasoning.’ The reader can now judge between the accuser and the ac- 
cused.” p, 8—12. : BE. S. E. 


er GRR es = 


PASTORAL LETTER. 


The Synod of Philadelphia to the Churches and People under their 
care, wish “ Grace and Peace, from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” | 


Dear BRETHREN, 

We live in a day strongly marked by the providence of God, 
as a day of his gracious power. The prophecies concerning the 
peaceful and extensive reign of the Messiah are in a course of 
rapid fulfilment. The spirit of zeal for the honour of Jehovah, 
and for the salvation of souls has fallen upon the four quarters 
of the globe, and Christendom is rising, ia the greatness of her 
strength, and advancing to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. On both sides of the Atlantic, we see the same appa- 
ratus of means in successful operation, employed by human 
agency, and owned by heaven’s blessing, to usher in that sublime 
consummation of our best and purest hopes, im relation to the 
present world, the latter-day glory of the church. The symbo- 
lical angel seen by John the apostle, in the mystic visions of 
Patmos, is “ flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlast- 
ing gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth; and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying, with 
a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to him, for the hour of 
his judgment is come, and worship him. that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and.the fountains of waters.” 

In view of these animating tokens of the divine favour to the 
guilty and wretched race of man, our hearts grow warm,—our 
hopes are revived,—our faith is confirmed, and we exclaim de- 
voutly, “ Even so; come Lord Jesus, come quickly !” 

The limits of this letter will not allow us to attempt a de- 
scription of what God 1s doing for his own glorious cause in 
the old world ; nor shall we pretend to trace his footsteps exten- 
sively even in the American church: but it is our duty, and we 
regard it as a privilege to notice briefly the triumphs of redeem- 
ing grace, in that portion of the Lord’s heritage with which we 
aré most intimately and immediately connected. 

The state of religion, within the bounds of this Synod, is cal- 
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culated to encourage and refresh the friends of Zion. The tri- 
umphs of the cross have been witnessed in many places where 
sin had reigned ; and the cheering light of the gospel has dissi- 
pated the shadows of death. The Presbyteries’of Philadelphia 
and Newcastle, and a few congregations in the Presbytery of 
Northumberland, have been specially visited with refreshing 


showers. In several churches in these Presbyteries, the effects 


of the presence of God, and the powerful work of his Spirit, 
have been sensibly experienced. The strong-holds of sin 
have been demolished; and sinners, roused from the trance of 
death, have been brought, with awful and deep solicitude, to in- 
quire for the way of salvation. Converts have crowded the 
gates of Zion, and many have been added to the communion of 
the church, who have hopefully passed from death to life. In 
some congregations from forty to one hundred have been added 
at one Communion season. 

In the promotion of this great work, prayer-meetings, faithful 
ministerial labours and visits, personal conversation, meetings 
of communicants alone, and what are commonly called anxious 
meetings, for the benefit of persons recently awakened, have 
been signally owned and blessed. In other congregations sin- 
ners have been greatly excited, and the hopes of the pious much 
encouraged. It is deemed unnecessary to give you, in detail, 
an account of individual cases, or of the particular churches 
which have been blessed by the outpouring of the spirit of God. 
For particulars, on this subject, the Synod refer you to the reh- 
gious publications in circulation among you ; which, as. vehicles 
of glad tidings concerning Zion, we earnestly recommend. 

While the Synod, however, have much reason to lift up their 
hearts in thanksgivings to the great Head of the church, there is 
still too much cause for mourning. In many of our churchés, 
coldness and formality continue-to prevail. We have to lament 
that family religion is yet much reglected. In the absence of 


the stated ministrations of the gospel, many Sabbaths are suffer- 


ed to pass by in silence, and the voice of prayer or praise 1s 


unheard in the sanctuary of God. These things ought not so 


to be. And we do earnestly recommend it to the elders, and 
other capable members of the churches, to hold meetings for so- 


cial worship, and particularly on the Lord’s day, when the ser- - 


vices of ministers cannot be procured. The mode of conduct- 
ing such meetings, must be left very much to the discretion of 
the eldership; but, we think, the exercises should consist 
mainly, if not exclusively, in reading the scriptures, in offering 


prayer and praise to God, and reading some wholesome reli- 


gious tract, or a short sermon by some approved author. 

While we acknowledge, with gratitude to the God of all 
grace, that which he has wrought im the edification of his peo- 
Vox, IL—Presb. Mae. $3 T 
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ple, as well as in the conversion of sinners, we feel bound, dear 
brethren, to direct your attention to the large numbers in all our 
congregations that are still in the gall of bitterness and in the 
bond of iniquity, without God, and without hope in the world. 
The truly pious have always been, comparatively, a little flock; 
this is the case even in those societies where the refreshing in- 
fluences of the Spirit have been vouchsafed in the most copious 
effusions. You will find among your best neighbours, nay, 
among your near and beloved relatives, some who are utter 
strangers to vital piety; this is a painful—a heart agonizing 
fact, but it is undeniable. Christians, have you done your duty 
fully, in your respective places, in regard. to those among you 
who are living estranged from God, destitute of that peace and 
hope divine, which support and cheer the believer? Alas! no: 
we all come lamentably short, in all respects; and in no one duty 
do we fail more egregiously than in that of faithfulness in reli- 
gious matters, to our kindred and acquaintance. Might it not 
be followed by happy effects, if every church session were to 
meet occasionally, and take into serious consideration the state 
of the congregation under their particular spiritual guardian- 
ship? Would it not be useful for ministers and elders, to confer 
often on the interests of religion in their several churches? to 
count, and compare the professors and the non-professors of the 
gospel? to'ask seriously, and carry the weighty inquiry to the 
throne of grace, if the case be so with them, why is not our con- 
gregation favoured, like others, with seasons of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord? Inquiries of this sort, we are per- 
suaded, would lead to important discoveries, and stimulate to 
greater exertions In many congregations where coldness and 
languor have reigned undisturbed for years, while in other 
places, at no great distance, multitudes have been pressing into 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Beloved in the Lord, let us “ exhort one another daily, lest 
any be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin :” “ The day 
is far spent; the night cométh, in which no man can work.” 
The resistless tide of time is bearing us down into the abyss of 
eternity ; whatever we do for the glory of our Master, and for 
the good of souls, must be done speedily. While we bless God 
for what has been done, let us mark and commiserate the thou- 
sands, even within the narrow limits of this Synod, who, if not 
soon gathered into the fold of God, will be lost forever. Let 
us ponder the momentous question, “ What is a man profited, 
if he should gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” Let us re- 
member that we are not straitened in God; his arm is not 
shortened, nor his ear heavy: “ Ask, and ye shall receive.” 
The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. The atonement, 


7s 


1822. Pastoral Letter. 515 


which we have received well authenticated intelligence of, in the 
blessed gospel, is of infinite value, and of never failing efficacy; 
it is a fountain deep and wide, whence flow the perennial streams 
designed for the healing of the nations ; may its benign influence 


be felt as extensively as is the curse of the apostacy, under: 


which the whole creation groaneth! 
Impressed, as we trust, with sacred awe of God, in the dis- 


pensations of his providence, ¥ well as in the sovereign displays 
of his grace; earnestly desirous of seeing and feeling’a univers 


sal revival of pure and undefiled religion; and relying on the 


truth and faithfulness of Hzm, who is the hearer of prayer, and 
who has not said unto the seed of Jacob, “ seek ye me in vain;” 
we have felt it our duty to designate, and recommend, Thurs- 
day, the fifth day of December next, as a day of Fasting, Hu- 
miliation, and Prayer, with Thanksgiving, in the congregations 
under the care of this Synod. And we do affectionately, and in 


the name of the Lord Fesus, exhort and entreat the ministers’ 


and people, in our synodical connexion, to lay aside; so far as 
may be practicable, their worldly cares and avocations, on that 
day, and assemble in their respective places of public worship, 
to hear God’s holy word, and jointly to implore his pardoning 
mercy, his sanctifying grace, and the copious outpouring of 


his blessed Spirit. 


It will be proper, on that occasion, to notice the dispensations 
of Providence, which have been various in different parts of 
our bounds, as. respects the seasons of the year, the fruits of the 
field, and the health of the people. . But that, which we desire 


may be kept chze/y in view, is the plenteous effusion of the gra- — 


cious influences of the Holy Spirit ; whose personality, and offi- 
cial agency, in the covenant of redemption, we deem it of vast 
importance to avow, and explicitly to acknowledge, as essential 
in the revealed plan of God’s tender mercy and glorious grace 
towards a self-ruined and guilty world. ; 
The ministry of the gospel, on which it is our privilege to 
attend, is styled, in scripture, the ministration of the Spirit. 
The Spirit is the Comforter, promised by the ascending Re- 
deemer, to take of the things of Christ, and apply them with 
power and saving effect to the souls of men: and this blessed 
Comforter, our Saviour assures us, is to abide with the church 
for ever ; it is his accompanying efficiency which makes the gos- 
pel, whether read or preached, the power of God and the wis- 
dom of God unto salvation to all them that believe ; it is by his 
divine operation that souls, dead in sin, are regenerated and 


born into the kingdom of God ; and it is the Spirit that seals be- 


lievers unto the day of redemption. In short, it is to the influ- 
ence of this divine agent, that reading, preaching, and all other 
modes of religious instruction and means of grace owe: their 
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efficacy. Let not Christians, therefore, fail to acknowledge his 
personal glories, and their dependance on his sanctifying and 
saving power. 3 

And now, dear brethren, we close this address, by counselling 
you to use, with prayerful diligence, the best means in your 
power for the promotion of truth, righteousness, and piety, not 
only among yourselves, but extensively abroad in the world. 
Permit us to name, as rmeg | worthy your countenance 
and patronage, Sabbath Schools, Tract, Missionary, and Educa- 
tion Societies, and our Theological Seminary, designed to train 
up a succession of faithful preachers of the everlasting gospel. 
These institutions we regard as warranted and important auxi- 
liaries to the cause and kingdom of Christ, our Saviour. Let 
them not languish for want of support; remember the earth is 
the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.. Those of you who hope 
that God has made you partakers.of his special grace, surely 
will not be backward to serve him cheerfully, and in just pro- 
portion to the talents with which he has entrusted you. Your 
best, your immortal interests are connected indissolubly with 
the kingdom of God’s dear Son: “ Be not weary, therefore, 
in well-doing ; for, in due time, ye shall reap, if ve faint not :” 
*‘ Be steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.——Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. Hold fast the profession of your faith; and be careful 
to demonstrate the sincerity of that profession, by your labours 
of love, and by a conversation in all respects becoming the gos- 
pel of Christ. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap: he that soweth to 
his flesh, shall, of the flesh, reap corruption: but he that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” 

“« Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever: Amen!” 

By order of Synod, 
_ J. J: Janeway, Moderator. 
STEPHEN Boyer, Stated Clerk. 


Lancaster, Noy. 1, 1822. 


I 


DRELINCOURT’S VISITS OF LOVE. 
(Continued from page 474.) 


Pastor. It is not sufficient merely to speak thus. This poor 
Pagan will not only put you to confusion, but he will rise in 
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judgment against you and condemn you, if you do not check 
the current of your tears, and do not willingly admit the conso- 
lations of the gospel into your heart, 

Mother. 1 acknowledge, dear sir, that my affliction is exces- 
sive; but I am very feeble. There are moments when I en 
deavour to appease my grief, by raising my soul to God, and 
representing to myself the glory and happiness of my beloved 
daughter. But again there are moments when my sorrows re- 
turn, and my wound bleeds as it did when at first I received it. 
Let me enweat you to pray to God in my behalf, to supplicate 
him to extend his compassion to me, in alleviating my sorrows, 
and removing from me that anguish of heart which is now prey- 
ing on my health and destroying my happiness. 

P. I will do this sincerely; but it is necessary that rou aldo 
should pray for yourself; that you should pray fervently, as one. 
who wishes to be comforted and relieved from excessive afflic- 
tion. Close not your ears to His word, which is a word of con- 
solation and of joy; but open your heart to the sweet influences 
of the Holy Spirit, who is the true Comforter of afflicted souls, 
and who offers himself to your heart to fill it with his divine 
consolations. 

M. You can now, my dear sir, commence prayer, whenever 
it is agreeable to vou. I am fully inclined to pray to God with 
you——to accompany your words with attention and with feeling. 
But pray also, I entreat you, to God for my husband, as well as 
for myself; for, although he appears more firm and resolute, he 
conceals his grief, and is not less affltcted than myself: and just- 
ly too—for he loved his daughter most tenderly, and she cherish- 
ed for him all that love and veneration which a wise and virtuous 
daughter could entertain for so good a father. 


PRAYER OF THE-PASTOR. 


Most merciful Lord! our heavenly Father! who from thy 
high and holy throne beholdest all the events on earth, and es- 
pecially those which concern thy children; we beseech thee 
with our whole heart, in mercy to regard thy servant and 
handmaid now prostrate before the feet of thy glorious majes- 
ty! Thou knowest, O God, the cause of their deep affliction. 
Thou gavest them, i in thy great goodness, a daughter, who has 
for many years been their comfort and joy—who was an ex- 
ample to the family, and a blessing to her friends; but in the 
bloom of youth, when they began to derive comfort and support 
_ from her, thou wast pleased to afflict her with a tedious and 
painful illness, and hast finally taken her from their embraces, 
and removed her from the world. This it is which fills their 
hearts with sadness, which brings them to the foot of thy throne, 
to implore thine aid and the consolations of thy Holy Spirit. 
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Lord grant, we beseech thee, that they may realize that this be- 
loved object of their affections was not their own, but that she 
was thine, Eternal Father, who formedst her body with thy 
hands, who clothedst it with all the grace and beauty it possess- 
ed, and who didst create her soul in thine own image, and whe 
hast redeemed both—not with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, but with the precious blood of thine own Son, the true 
Lamb who takes away the sins of the world. May these af- 
flicted parents be enabled to realize that.this excellent child, 

whom they loved so tenderly and with so much justice, was in- 
deed thine, and that thou hadst an absolute right to dispose of 
her, according to thy good pleasure. So that they may each be 
able to say, ‘“‘ I was silent and opened not my mouth, because 
thou didst it.” But that they may avoid murmuring against 
thy providence and repining at thy dispensations—that they may 
be enabled to rejoice and be comforted under their bereavement, 

may they reflect that thou hast taken their daughter from a 
world of misery and of sin, to introduce her to a region of 
glory and happiness, where holiness and righteousness for ever 
reign. Especially, may they reflect, that if thou hast taken 
her from their arms, it was to receive her to thine own bosom, 
and to admit her to the vision of thyself, which is the fulness of 
joy. . May they prove by this, that their love was sincere and 
enlightened, and that they prefer the exalted happiness of their 
beloved offspring to their own enjoyment of her society on 
earth. For some years they have beheld her feeble and de- 
clining, and afflicted with sickness and pain. But had it been 
otherwise, our best days are but trouble and vanity; we are 
soon cut off, and we flee away. Thou, O Lord, hast put a pe- 
riod to her sufferings; thou hast wiped away her tears; thou 
hast taken her from all the miseries and afflictions of this life; 


- thou hast raised her to a height of glory and of happiness which 


is the portion of a soul washed and whitened in the blood of 
thine own Son. - May they remember that if the body of this 
dear and amiable child is in the grave, thou wilt one day 
raise it thence incorruptible and immortal, and that on that glo- 
rious day on which thy Son shall descend from heaven with 
power and with his holy angels to judge the living and the 
dead, parents and children, who have lived in thy fear, and died 
in thy favour,—or rather who have here begun to live in thy 
glory,—will all be received to thy palace on high, to praise thee 
with angels and with “ the general assembly and church of the 
first born, whose names are written in heaven.” 

Gracious Father, grant that these thy servant and handmaid 
may be resigned’ to thy holy will. Banish from their hearts 
these agonizing sorrows which now afflict thera. Fill them with 
the joys and consolations of thy Holy Spirit, and exemplify thy 
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power in their weakness. May they realize that it is not in 
vain that they address thee as their Father and their God, and 
that it is from the Heart rather than from the /ips that they daily 
say “ Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” Fatherof 
mercies, bind up their wounds. Not only continue their lives, 
but crown them with thy richest favours, that during their con- 


tinuance in this state of trial, they may glorify thy name, benefit | 


thy church, and be a blessing to the world. 

Finally, dispose these parents and their surviving offspring 
to be entirely conformed to thy will, that they may glorify thee 
as well in life as in death. With them, “to Jive may it be_ 
Christ, and to die may it be gain.” And when thy Son our Lord 
shall return from the heavens to be glorified in his saints, and 
to be admired in all them that believe, may we all rise from our 
tombs, and on the clouds of heaven may we meet our Lord, to 
be ever with him and with thee, Eternal Father, who, in unity 
with the Holy Spirit, livest and reignest for ever, and who wilt 
be eternally adored by all those whom thou hast chosen, and 
for whom thou hast prepared thy kingdom from the foundation 
of the world. Amen. 


aI 


in Appeal to Christians, for General and United Prayer, for the 
utpouring of the Holy Spirit. | 


[PUBLISHED ORIGINALLY BY THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY OF LONDON.] 


In the present day—a day which, for obvious reasons, may be called a day 
of trouble, of rebuke, and of blasphemy—and yet a day which, from the ad- 
vance of true religion, shines with many a ray of bright hope and earnest ex- 
pectation ;—in such a day, in which hope and fear thus alternately prevail, one 
great question ought to occupy the mind—how to overcome the evil, and ex- 
tend the good; how to confound the works of Satan, and to enlarge and estab- 
lish the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many are the attempts now making for this purpose. Societies are in active 
operation to suppress vice, to reform our prisons, to: afford a refuge for the 
destitute, to provide an asylum for the penitent, to educate the young, to cir- 
culate the holy scriptures, to evangelize the heathen and Jews. | Each of these 
institutions has its peculiar excellence, but they are all limited in their object 
and in their effort. No one great and extensive plan has yet been adopted, 
which may, at the same time, effectually benefit ourselves, our families, our 
country, and the world at large. 

The aim of this paper is humbly to suggest such a plan, not to disparage 
other benevolent attempts, but to give life and vigour, and energy to them all. 
The plan is this: to wnite all sincere Christians in earnest prayer for thetgeneral 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This will meet the full extent both of our wants 
and of our desires. 7 
__ The limits of this paper require brevity; but if the scriptures are examined, 
the following truths will be clearly seen: viz. That no human effort is of it- 
self sufficient to change the heart of maa, or to build the spiritual temple of 
the Lord. God employs men as instruments, but with Him alone is the power. 
“Paul may plant and Apollos water, but God only giveth the increase. Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts,” 

That the Holy Spirit, the third person of therever blessed Trinity, is infinite 
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in power; that with Him nothing is impossible; all hearts are open to Him, 
and all creatures subject to His will. That exclusively of His almighty power 
as God, in the economy of our salvation, He has undertaken offices which are 
fully sufficient to secure the most extensive blessings. He convinces the 
world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment—He takes away the stony 
heart, and gives an heart of flesh.—He is the Spirit of prayer, and acts.as a 
teacher and remembrancer.—He guides into all truth.—He glorifies the Lord 
Jesus, and sheds abroad the love of God in the heart.—He also has a boundless 
treasury of every requisite to accomplish his purposes: for he receives-of the 
things that are Christ’s, and shows them to his people; and in the Lord Jesus, 
we know, are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. “In Him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” When the Holy Spirit, 
therefore, exercises his office, and pours out his heavenly gifts from the inex- 
haustible fulness of Christ, that which man can never attain is immediately ac- 
complished. The same power which, on the day of Pentecost, effected the 
conversion of three thousand unbelieving Jews under one discourse, can con- 
vince the most prejudiced, and change the hearts of the most obdurate of the 
present day. When He makes bare his arm, the mountains will iow down at 
his presence, nations will be bora at once, and the kingdoms of this world be- 
come the kingdoms of God, and of his Christ. 

Whilst the sacred scriptures thus acquaint us with the power of the Holy 
Spirit to effect these great objects, they afford us every reason to expect this 
aid whenever general prayer is made for its exercise.—The prophecies clearly 
show that days of great blessedness are before us, and that these days will be 
preceded and accompanied by a very large effusion of the Holy Spirit. The 
prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Joel, plainly predict this effusion, whilst Eze- 
kiel confirms these predictions by the most striking emblems. Who can read 
the remarkable vision of the valley full of dry bones, and the interpretation 
given of that vision, without being convinced that the Holy Spirit will yet ex- 
ercise his office in a very remarkable manner? So powerfully, that those who 
are now as a multitude of dry bones, shall stand up as a great army of true be- 
lievers. ‘The divine oracles at the same time assures us, that it is in answer to 
prayer that this blessing will be bestowed. It was not till the prophet had 
said, “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain that 
they may live,” that the life giving Spirit came. In another prophecy also, 
after promises of great mercies, it is added, “I will yet for this be inquired of 
by the house of Israel to do it for them.” Such is the connexion between the 
gift and prayer for its bestowment.—So much is this the order in which the 
Lord grants his mercies, that he has promised not only to pour out the spirit 
of prayer and supplication upon his people,.but to lead them to excite one 
another to this exercise ; for thus it is written: “ The inhabitants of one city 
shall ¢o to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to 
seek the Lord of hosts; I will go also.” And when prayer is offered, God de- 
elares, “‘ Before they call, I will answer, and whiles they are yet speaking, I 
will hear.” " 

Without, therefore, entering into the question as to the exact period of these 
glorious times, we have every reason to believe, that whenever prayer is gene- 
rally made for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, this unspeakable blessing 
will be afforded. 3 ' 

Could we find any instance in which the Lord has refused to hear the 
prayers of his people, even when praying solely for their own deliverance, we 
might be discouraged; but when he has from the beginning, heard their cry 
and saved them, we may rest assured he will answer our petitions. That which 
is now desired is for his own glory, for the attainment of that object for which 
the Lord Jesus shed his precious blood! For, at what time will He see the 
travail of his own soul and be satisfied? Is it not when the Holy Spirit, taking 
his great power, and exercising his mighty energy, shall so bless the e 
that multitudes of every nation, tribe, and tongue, shall bow to the name of 
Jesus, and confess that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. | 

The earnest supplications, therefore, of every sincere Christian for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit; and his unwearied efforts, by the Divine blessing, 
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to excite a similar earnestness in others, are particularly desired. Forthe rea- 
_ dier attainment of this object, the following hints are respectfully offered. 

I. That all ministers should seek a deeper and more abiding conviction of 
their own personal need of the divine influences of the Hoi; Spirit, both for 
their own growth in grace, and for success in all parts of their ministerial Ia- 
bours; that under this conviction, they may be led to more earnest secret 
prayer for this blessing. : ' oe 

If, That they should unite with their brethren, as opportunities offer, in pri- 
vate social prayer, for the general outpouring of the Holy Spirit. ; 

fif. ‘That they should preach upon the various offices of the Holy Spirit, 
that their congregations may be more practically acquainted with His import- 
ant work in our salvation. : 

IV. That, in their general discourses, they should constantly honour: the 
Holy Spirit, by entreating his divine aid, and ascribing their success to Him. 

V. That, in large towns, a weekly lecture should be set apart for the above 
purposes. . 

VI. That, in thé prayer-meetings, which are now held by different denomi- 


nations of Christians, special prayer should be made for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. - 


VII. That all Christians should be invited to set apart, individually, an hour, - 


from seven till eight o’ clock, on the Sabbath morning, for private prayer and me- 
ditation on this subject; their prayer may include the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon themselves, their family, their ministers, their congregations, their 
country-—all ministers of true religion, all societies formed for doing good, the 
heathen, and the Jews. , 


Vill. That all heads of families on Monday evening should entreat the same. 


blessing in their family devotions. N 

IX, That all Christians should read the scriptures with a view to a more in- 
timate acquaintance with this subject, and to have it more deeply impressed 
on the mind, that the Holy Spirit always acts in accordance with the word of 
God and never contrary thereto. 

X. That they should mention it to their religious correspondents at home 
and abroad; each Christian using his utmost ability to make this union for 
prayer as extensive as possible. 


XI. That religious periodical publications should be requested to aid the | 


design; and that this paper, if approved, should be reprinted, and other tracts 
written and published, 

XII. That whilst Christians offer their prayers in simple reliance on the me- 
rits of our Lord Jesus Christ, they should accompany them with deep humi- 
liation for their own sins, for the sins of their country, and for the sins of the 
whole church—and aim, in their conduct, to walk in love with all Christians, 
to be watchful against grieving the Holy Spirit, and in all things to adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour. 

Several ministers, and many private Christians, have already begun to act 
conformably to these hints; and it is hoped, as means are now using for draw- 


ing the attention of Christians in all parts of the world to this subject, that, by 


the Divine blessing, this union for prayer will, ere long, become general. 
Such an union cannot be contemplated without feelings of the most exalted 


pleasure and bright expectation. It is an union in which no party spirit is 


raised, no principles sacrificed, no private feeling hurt, no doubtful question 
agitated, no funds required. It is an union of piety and love! Each Christian 


may associate in prayer with those of his own more immediate communion, at 


the same time he may unite in heart with all who are seeking the same object. 
The poor may assist as well as the rich; the invalid, unfitted for active exer- 
tion, may, in this way, aid in building the spiritual temple; whilst those who 
are at the most remote distance may meet together at the hour of prayer. 

It was among the last petitions of our blessed Lord, that all who believe in 
him might be one. : “ 

Christian reader, let it be your desire to be thus united! Trust simply. 
Pray fervently.’ Expect largely. Wait patiently. 

“ Surely I come quickly: even so, come, Lord Jesus.” —AMEN, 


Vou. Il.—Presb. Mag. 3U 
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The Influence of an affectionate and tender Spirit. Nov. 


From the Christian Observer, for August, 1822.. 


THE INFLUENCE OF AN AFFECTIONATE AND TENDER SPIRIT 
IN A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 


A-clergyman, however wise or pious, if he is deficient in the kindly sympa- 
thies of the heart, must be content to forego a — measure of usefulness, es- 
pecially among the poor, the young, and the afflicted. Even though there 
should be no assignable error of doctrine, or inconsistency of conduct, a cold- 
ness of heart, or even of manner, in a minister, will usually prevent his gaining 
access to the affections of his people. Tenderness was the predicted and the 
fulfilled character of Him who is the g'reat exemplar to his church in Christian 
and ministerial attainments. He did not break the bruised reed or quench the 
smoking flax; his whole life was a career of mercy, benevolence, and disinter- 
ested affection. How deeply his immediate disciples drank of his spirit, may 
be seen, not only in the epistles of his beloved Apostle St. John, whose memory 
is proverbially characterized by tenderness and sympathy, but even in those of 
a perhaps naturally less gentle spirit,—St. Peter; yea, of him who was once a 
‘ persecutor and injurious,” who “breathed out threatenings and slaughter,” 
but whose altered character is evinced throughout his writings, and no where 
more so than in his Epistle to Philemon on behalf of his fugitive but penitent 
slave. It will instantly be felt, in perusing this affecting Epistle, or indeed al- 
most any page of the New Testament, how efficaciously an affectionate spirit 
in the ministers of Christ finds its way to the human heart, and how very differ- 
ent would have been the effect, if, instead of such a’spirit, had been exhibited 
the mere coldness of scholastic admonition, or the imperiousness of official dig- 
nity. Against nothing should a minister, who values his pastoral usefulness, 
more strenuously guard, than against unkind or objurgatory habits of address, 
either in the pulpit or in his private intercourse with his flock. | Yet this is not 
enough: his heart must be imbued with amiable affections: he should feel a 
prompt and unsolicited expansion of soul towards his fellow creatures; he 
should love them as Christ loved him, and bear with them as his heavenly 
Father has borne with him. It is impossible to calculate the ill effects arising 
from a hard, unfeeling discharge of clerical duties, or from.austere or morose 
habits in the more retired walks of pastoral intercourse.. Unhappily, the largest 
heart is not always accompanied with suavity and kindness of deportment; yet, 
without these, a minister, however justly respected, cannot hope to be the 
friend and.adviser of his people; except so far, indeed, as the weight of his 
character, and a consciousness of his real excellence, may be a counterpoise for 
his external defect—for if the defect be a defect of heart, nothing can atone for 
it. The urbanity of the most accomplished courtier would be an utterly unwor- 
thy and inefficacious substitute for that Christian affection which urges a pious 
minister to “ spend and be spent” for his people. | 

It would be tedious to enter into particulars on this inexhaustible subject ; 
but it may not be inapposite to eval 9 that a clergyman of piety, if he would 
be generally useful in his parish, should especially beware of indulging a harsh 
spirit towards those who slight or oppose his efforts for their welfare; and also 
towards religious persons who do not quite accord with his own views of Chris- 
tian doctrine. He must not be aman of party-spirit: his parish is his family, and 
it is his duty to be zealous for the benefit of allits members, He will, indeed,, 
like the Royal Psalmist, make his delight with “the excellent of the earth; 
but this just preference will be far from leading him to display an acrimonious, 
or censorious, or supercilious spirit towards others. If he could fully imitate his 
Saviour, no degree of vice, no species of provocation, would be able to over- 
come his gentleness and patience. 

The importance of this tender and affectionate spirit is the greater, because 
man is born to trouble,” and the majority of those scenes, in which the pre- 
sence of the ministers of Christ is most welcome, are those of pain, and want, 


- and suffering, and dejection. A minister, therefore, must “weep with them 


that weep ; his sweetest melodies must be attuned to a somewhat plaintive key. 
Yor his sake, his Redeemer became “a man of sorrows ;” and though, for that. 
very reason, his followers are privileged to rejoice, yet their joy is allied to a 
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tenderness of spirit which is not very remote from sorrow; or which, at least, 
even in its most elevated moments, is not unapt for the tenderest sympathies of 
our nature. Habitual cheerfulness is the frame of mind which a minister will 
desire to cherish; but, at the same time, it must be a cheerfulness so chasti 

and so growing out of devout affections, as readily to blend with the selemni- 
ties of religion, and the most afflicting scenes of human misery. His whole con- 
duct should seem to say, The world is full of vice, and pain, and depression ; but 
religion suggests an all-powerful remedy. His flock should ever feel that he 
is the bearer of this remedy, Whether he visits the sick or the healthy, the 
destitute or the prosperous, the young or the old, his. presence sh be 
hailed as the harbinger of good, His very remonstrances and reproofs should 


be more in affection and sorrow than in anger, The most erring of his flock | 


should feel that he loves their souls, and seeks their happiness; and, however 
much they may at first neglect or despise his message, such a line of conduct 
will in time usually melt the hardest heart, especially when those visitations of 
sickness, desertion, or bereavement arrive, which sooner or later fall to every 
person’s lot: at which periods the presence of a devout and affectionate pas- 
tor will be often valued as the visit of a ministering angel, even by those who 
least courted his admonitions in their hour of prosperity. q 


EB co 
FROM THE SAME. 


THE INSPIRATION OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. 


An Extract from a “Review of Haldane’s Evidence and Authority of Divine 
_ Revelation.” 


Mr. Haldane examines, and satisfactorily refutes, a notion entertained by the 
late Dr. Doddridge, and some otherwriters, that different degrees of inspira- 
tion are to be attributed to different parts of the word of God. To some 
belongs, as these writers supposed, an inspiration of superintendance ; to others, 
of elevation; and to the rest, of suggestion. This, as our author proceeds to 
show, is a mere fanciful distinction, to which no support or countenance is 
given in scripture itself, the only source of accurate knowledge on the subject, 
Indeed, the admission of any such idea as that of different kinds and degrees of 
inspiration, must be attended with consequences the most injurious. It must 
have the effect of unsettling the mind, and making us doubtful as to the degree 
of authority and importance to be attached to the different parts of the word of 
God. How wide a door for every species of abuse and error would thus be 
opened, cannot escape those who are sensible of the perverseness and deceit- 
fulness of the human heart. The full inspiration ef certain parts of scripture 
has been denied, on the supposition that the apostles themselves admit, in 
these parts, that they are not speaking by inspiration, or that their inspiration 
is not of the highesi kind. Mr. Haldane asserts that this objection proceeds on 
a mistaken view of the meaning of the passage in question; and he establishes 
the fact by an induction of the particular passages, and an examination of their 
veal import. We shall offer no apology for extracting entire the paragraphs 
containing this examination. 


“In the seventh chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, the apostle 
Paul is supposed in some places to disclaim inspiration, and, in one place, not 
to be certain whether he is inspired or not. At first sight this will appear to 
be evidently contrary to the wan style of this apostle’s writings, and very 
improbable, when, as a commissioned and accredited amb or of Jesus 
Christ, he is answering certain questions oe to him by a Christian church, 
to whom he had just before asserted, in the most explicit manner, that he 
spoke not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth; and that he was addressing them in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Attention to this might have prevented the adoption of the unfounded 
and mistaken meaning which has been affixed to the passages referred ‘to. 
If just, it would tend to unsettle the minds of Christians respecting the in- 
spiration of the scriptures, and to render it uncertain when the apostles speak 
as inspired men, and when they deliver a doubtful opinion of their own. 
No such indecision, however, attaches to the passages in question. In answer 
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to the question about marriage, Paul says, ‘I speak this by permission, not 
of commandment.’ Does this mean that the Spirit permitted him, but did not 
command him, to give the answer he had done? If the Spirit permitted this 
answer to be given, it must be according to the mind of the Spirit; for Paul 
could not be permitted to say what was contrary to it. But this would have 
been a very extraordinary and unusual way of communicating that mind, and 
is plainly what is here not intended. The obvious meaning is, that what the 
apostle here said was in the way of permission, not of commandment. ‘I 
speak this,’ says he, ‘as a permission, not as a commandment.’—Again: at the 
tenth verse, ‘Unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord.’ This 
commandment had been delivered by the Lord Jesus himself. The apostle, 
therefore, had no new commandment to deliver to them, or no commandment 
from himself, but one which the Lord had given. ‘To the rest,’ says he, 
‘speak I, not the Lord.’ Here there was no former commandment given by 
the Lord to which he might refer them. On this point, therefore, he himself 
now delivers to them the will of God. Indeed, so far was this commandmen: 
from having been given before, that it was a repeal of an old one, by which, 
under the Jewish dispensation, the people were commanded to put away theiy 
wives, if unbelievers. . Can it be supposed that the apostle is speaking from 
himself, and not under the direction of the Holy Ghost, when he is declaring 
the abrogation of what had been once the law of God? 

* Now, concerning virgins, I have no commandment of the Lord; but I give 
my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful.’ 
Here, again, no former commandment had been given to which he could refer 
them ; but he gave his judgment, or ‘ sentence,’ as one who was faithful to the 
charge committed to him.—‘I think, also, that I have the Spirit of God.’ In 
this, as in many other passages, the word translated ‘I think,’ does not mean 
doubting, but certainty.* If Paul meant it to be understood that he was not 
certain whether he was inspired or not, it would contradict all he has asserted 
on the subject of his inspiration. But, so far from this being the case, and 
in order the more deeply to impress their minds with the importance of what 
he had said, he concludes by assuring them that he was certain he wrote by the 
Spirit of God. 

“The only other passage in which this apostle is supposed to disclaim inspi- 
ration, occurs in 2 Cor. xi. 17: *That which I speak, [speak it not after the 
Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence of boasting.’ In this passage 
Paul does not refer to the authority, but to the example of the Lord. ‘I speak 
not according to the example or manner of the Lord, but after the manner of 
fools ;’ a manner which, as he tells them in the next chapter, they had. com- 
pelled him to adopt.”—Vol. I. pp. 139—143. 

In these criticisms our author is supported both by the analogy of scripture 
and the original text, as well as by the concurrence of some of the ablest expo- 
sitors. And thus it appears that the passages in question not only give no 
countenance to the opinion in support of which they have been often adduced, 
but, understood aright, tend to overturn it. Mr. Haldane sums up his reason- 
ings and proofs on this subject in the following paragraph. 

“On the whole, then, we see that nature of the inspiration by which the 
prophets and apostles wrote. The manner of communicating the revelations 
might differ, as we learn from the book of Numbers, xii. 6—8, but their cer- . 
tainty and ‘authority was the same: ‘For the prophecy came not in old time 
by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.’ Neither was it the apostles who spoke, but it was the Spirit of 
their Father who spake in or by them. It is not for men, therefore, to fritter 
away this truth, and to introduce distinctions in the inspiration of the servants 
of God, unheard of in his word, and therefore totally unwarranted and unau- 
thorized. It is not for men to say, How can these things be? No man can tell 
how, by a simple volition, he can move a finger. And shall ‘vain man, who 
would be wise, although man be born like the wild ass’s colt,’ stumble at the 
mode of the operation of the Spirit of God, either in the act of regeneration, 
and his effectual influence on the hearts of believers, or in that inspiration, by 
which he virtually makes known his pleasure? ‘The wind bloweth where it 


* See Macknight on the Epistles; and also Parkhurst. 
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listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth; so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” The Lord is 
able to communicate his will in what way he pleases, although we cannot trace 
the manner of his operation. In the word spoken by the ass of Balaam, we 
have an example of this communication, through an unconscious and involun- 
tary instrument. In Balaam himself we have an example, through one who 
was conscious, but involuntary in the declarations he made respecting Israel. 
In Caiaphas, through one who was voluntary in what he said, but unconscious 
of its import. And in the writings of the scriptures we have an exam 

of agents, both voluntary and conscious, but equally actuated by the Spirit 
of God. ‘They spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ ”——Vol. I. pp. 
168—170. 


0 


FROM THE SAME. 


THE ONLY WAY OF A SINNER’S ACCEPTANCE WITH GoD. 


The case of Cornelius is sometimes adduced to prove that the prayers and 
alms of men not addressing God through the gospel, come up for a memorial 
before him; and that persons, who are ignorant of the gospel, may work ngh- 
teousness which is accepted by him. But this proceeds from a mistaken view 


| 


of the passage of scripture where Cornelius is spoken of. - From the first pro- 


mise to Adain, the true worshippers of God approached him through the gos- 
pel, which was first proclaimed to Adam: on every other ground they were 
rejected. “ By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous.” The sacrifice of 
animals was a representation of the sacrifice of Christ ; and the offering of them 
implied a confession of guilt,.and a reliance on that substitution which God 
would provide. Whoever lost sight of this, was not a spiritual and acceptable 
worshipper. By the Mosaic dispensation, and by the spirit of prophecy given 
to Israel, an increase of light was vouchsafed.; Many, through the means thus 
afforded, worshipped God in spirit and in truth before the coming of the Mes- 
siah; and whoever did so, was accepted by him. All others, except such as 
retained the knowledge of God through tradition, worshipped a god of their 
own imagination. We accordingly find that theApostles addressed the Gen- 
tiles who were converted, as persons who had beeniformerly. without God and 
without hope. If this be the fact, according to the ‘Whiferm-tenor of :scripture, : 
and if no example to the contrary can be shown, it remaihs for those who. speak 
of Cornelius as ignorant of the promised salvation, to show thatthe was so: and 
as the case of one in that situation being notwithstanding an accéptable wor- 
shipper, would be completely anomalous, it would require very clear proof. 
But there is not the shadow of proof of this, or any ground on which to ascer- 
tain that he did not worship the true God of Israel... Cornelius lived near to 
Jerusalem, and had, it appears, intercourse with the people of Israel. He was 
of good report among all the nation of the@ews; and it is repeatedly noted, 
that he fasted and prayed at the ninth hour, which was the hour of offerin 
the evening sacrifice, and one of the stated hours of prayer. He thus looked 
towards God’s holy temple: he worshipped God ‘as Enoch, and Noah, and 
Abraham, and Simeon, and Anna, and all those who waited for the consolation 
of Israel. Besides, Cornelius, as we see from Acts x. 36, “ knew the word 
which God sent to Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ,” although it had 
not been hitherto addressed to the Gentiles. Till Peter went to him, Jesus had 
not been preached to them as the Messiah. Before this, it was only nece 

for them to believe in the Messiah to come; but after he did.come, and was 
proclaimed to Gentiles as well as to Jews, then it was indispensable) that they, 
should believe that Jesus was the Christ. Accordingly, Cornelius;was inform- 
ed by the angel, that the person he was directed to send for would **tell him 
words whereby he and all his house should be. saved.”? This does not imply 
that he was not accepted before; but now, as God had vouchsafed furthe 
light, and given a further command, it was indispensably necessary that he 
should receive and obey it; just as it is necessary for any believer to obey the 
will of God in any part which he had not known before, as soon as he under- 
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stands it Cornelius was a spiritual worshipper of God under the old dispen- 
sation; and, like the Ethiopian eunuch, and many others, was waiting for the 
Messiah, who, when he should come, “ was. to tell his people all things,” and 
who was “set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, that the thoughts 
of many hearts might be revealed.” All in Israel, and others besides, profess- 
ed to.be looking and waiting for the Messiah; but his appearance was to, be 
the touchstone: it would show “ who should abide the day of his coming, and 
who should stand when he appeared; for he should be like a refiner’s fire.” 
The'case of Cornelius, then, forms no exception to that universal truth, which 
the scriptures declare, of the way in which man shall be just with God.—Vol. 
IL. pp. 303—307. 


ee 


THE ACTIVITY OF SATAN IN OPPOSING THE PROGRESS OF THE 
REDEEMER’S KINGDOM. 


An Extract from an excellent little Work, entitled “Thoughts on the Importance of 
Special Prayer for the General Outpouring of the Holy Spirit.” 


The influence of Satan, as it is spiritual, is more difficult to trace, and there- 
fore is not in general so much regarded. But when the Scriptures are studied 
with simplicity, it is seen that this enemy has constantly been the great op- 
poser of the kingdom of Christ. Throughout the writings of the Apostles we 
observe reference made to the obstacles his power and subtlety have raised. 
The first instance of dissimulation in the Christian church is traced to his sug- 
gestions: * Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy. Ghost :” 
(Acts, v. 3.) St. Paul declares, that once and again he would have visited the 
church at Thessalonica, “but Satan hindered us.” *(1 Thess, 11. 18.) The 
Apostle was so apprehensive of his unwearied efforts to destroy the churches 
which were planted, that he mentions in the same epistle, that he could not 
forbear sending to them, “lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, 
and our labour be in vain.” (1 Thess. iii. 5.) In his Epistle to the Ephesians 
also he plainly states, “ we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” (Eph. vi. 11.) These declara- 
tions clearly show that the followers of Christ have always had to engage with 
spiritual enemies. But in the present day we have reason to expect that Satan, 

‘if unrestrained, will be peculiarly active. When Christian ministers were only 
_ seeking to convert sinners in their own immediate spheres, and to edify their 
respective flocks, the influence of the prince of darkness was not in so much 
danger, and therefore the ordinary exertion of spiritual opposition was all that 
might be expected. But now that societies are acting upon a great scale; now 
that their object is to instruct the whole rising generation, to spread the word 
of God in every language, to send the Gospel to the furthest parts of the earth, 
to bring in the scattered tribes of Judah, that “ all Israel may be saved;” the 
prince of this world sees his king@om attacked in every part, and consequently 
his efforts to keep his usurped authority must be peculiarly vigorcus. We may 
well believe that the rulers in dark places will now exert their utmost force. 
“ Wo to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea,” it is said; “for the devil 
is come down unto you having great wrath, because he knoweth that his time 
is but short.” (Rev. xu. 12.) | 

In the present day, therefore, we have to apprehend extraordinary exertions, 
both of the malice and of the subtlety of Satan; and we have the more to ap- 
prehend on this account from his well-known power of perverting good to evil. 
We find him tempting our Lord from the Word of God; turning even the 
' sword of the Spirit into a weapon against our Saviour. And there is no exter- 
nal thing, however excellent in its nature, but he can abuse in the same way. 
‘How great a blessing was the discovery of the art of printing! the volume of 
Inspiration became immediately within the reach of millions! and yet this bene- 
ficial discovery has been perverted by the suggestions of the enemy to the 
establishing an infidel and licentious press. How great are the advantages of 
education! Thousands under God owe their everlasting happiness to their 
having been taught to read; and yet how easily does the enemy mar this ad- 
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vantage, turning it to his own purposes! It would be in vain that infidel tracts 
were written, unless the people were first instructed in this common art of read- 
ing.. Whata privilege again is religious toleration! but Satan wrests the privi- 
lege to the more easy admission of false teachers. So that the very improve- 
ments of the age afford greater facilities to the prince of darkness to carry on 
his destructive warfare. Unless restrained, he will turn our very blessings into 
curses, and make the very means which are using to overturn his kingdom, the 
enzines by which he will more firmly establish his authority. Surely this forms 
a most powerful reason for earnest prayer for divine aid. Let, then, his expect- 
ed attacks lead the church of Christ more fervently to pray, that “when the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord may lift up a standard 
against him !” 


re 


‘© The Memory of the Just is blessed.’? 


Drep, in Philadelphia, on the 16th ult., and in the twentieth year of her age, 
Mrs. Exizasetu M, Detavan, wife of Henry W. Delavan, esq. of Albany (N. Y.), 


and daughter of the late S. A. Otis, esq. of Newburyport (Mass.). The afflicted and. . 


tender husband of the deceased brought her, with her consent, to this city, that 
she might enjoy the medical aid of Dr. Physick, who, in consultation with Dr. 
Chapman, attended her assiduously till the day of her removal from this vale of 
tears. 
Mrs. D. was raised in the bosom of the Episcopal Church, for which she uni- 
formly evinced a respectful and affectionate regard; but, upon her marriage, 
she resolved to join the communion of the Second Presbyterian Church in the 
city of Albany, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. Chester. The writer of 
this brief notice visited her very frequently during the last eleven weeks of her 
tedious and painful illness, and had a good opportunity of knowing her views, and 
of observing her behaviour in the near prospect of death; and he can truly say, 
that her Jatter end was eminently peaceful and instructive. She possessed a 
rare combination of attractive qualities, which will not be soon forgotten by her 
relatives and intimate friends. The leading features of her mind, as cultivated 
and improved by a good education, were kindness, fortitude, and activity, mani- 
fested by a cheerful accommodation of herself to the vicissitudes of life, and an 
unrepining submission to the afflictive dispensations of Providence. On these 
natural endowments, however, she placed no reliance in the matter of justifica- 
tion and acceptance with God, She frankly and explicitly acknowledged the 
corruption of her nature,—the necessity of regeneration by the power of the 
Holy Spirit,—and avowed her undivided dependance on the grace of God, 
through the redemption that is in Christ. Her expressions of a personal interest 
in the Redeemer were always humble and cautious. Yet she entertained a hope, 
through grace, which, in the main, grew stronger and more cheering, as the 
time of her departure approached. She repeatedly and earnestly solicited mi- 
nisterial visits; and, while instruction was administered and prayer offered, at 
her bedside, her whole soul seemed to be absorbed; and she was often ata loss 
for words to express the hallowed joys which she experienced, and the grati- 
tude which she felt for the attention paid to her spiritual and immortal interests, 
She often requested the singing of select and appropriate psalms and hymns: 
particularly the 17th Psalm, Watts’s version, beginning with the second stanza, 
“ This life’s a dream,” &c., and those charming lines, said to have been com- 
posed by Cowper in his last illness ; 


To Jesus, the crown of my hope, 
My soul is in haste to be gone; 
O bear me, ye cherubim, up, 
And waft me away to his throne! 


My Saviour! whom, absent, I love; 
Whon, not having seen, I adore ; 
Whose name is »xalted above 

All glory, dominion and power, 








Dissolve thou the bonds that detain 
My soul from her portion in thee; 
O strike off the adamant chain, 
And make me eternally free! 


Then that happy era begins, 
When, arrayed in thy glory, I shine, 
And no longer pierce, by my sins, 
The bosom on which I recline. 


Her funeral was respectfully and Sic nave. that she was a stranger in the 
place) numerously attended, in the evening of 


e next day after her decease. 


ce agtas ; 


EE Se 5 ok sith 


















§28 Theological Seminary at Princeton. No’ 


The bereaved husband and. other relatives have, in the death of this est. idle 
woman, sustained a heavy loss; but they will not mourn as do those who have 
no hepe. Let the example and dying testimony of the DEAR pEckasED engage 
and determine them all, and especially those of them who are young, to choose 
“that good part which shall never be taken from them; ;” thus will they, in their 
turn, be prepared to meet death, as did their setoven Exizanzra, without dis- 
may, rejoicing in Him wHo Is THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE, 


Pond 


rR 


Lhe Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, acknowledges the receipt-of the following sums 
for their Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J. during the 


month of October last, viz. gh 

Of Rev. Dr. E. 8. Bly, Third scyseen Church. for the ‘Contingent 

Fund - -.- = $31 00 
Of Rev. Dr. John M‘Dowell, Goodwill Church, Hudson Tha Uaesbytes ‘Ys 

forditto -  - & 0% 
Of Mr. Joseph saunion: per Messrs. re Henry, J and Co. ‘rom Union 

Church - , - 9 35 

And from Mossey cr eek Church, Lexington Presb cer Y, 1 ditto 7 65 
Of Matthew Houston, mn, Bag. Highbridge parca, sal ¢ Pres. tery, for 

ditto - - - - - ~ Ww 38 





Cee 


Amount receiv’ for the “untinge it Fund 67 00 


Of Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green, his fourth .ual instalment, for the Pro- 
fessorship to be endowed by ihe * aod of New York and’ New 
Jersey - 50 00 
Of Rev. Ezra Fisk, Hudson presbyter ; per Rev. Charles Hodge, for 
ditto, viz, from Goshen $22 02, and of 2n individual in Goshen 


$1 00 - = - 23 02 
from Goodwi J 19 20, Blooming Gtove %21 00 - 33 20 
Monticello $6 78, and from Florida $7 00 - 13 78 

Of Rev. Samuel H. Cox, a donation from the Bible Class in ss ai 
street Church, New York, for the same Professorship 30 00 


Of Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely, in part of his subscription in behalf of the 
Third Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, for the spouses to 
be endowed by the Synod of Philadelphia -  - © 1.*, By hae, OO 
Of Rev. John Witherspoon, being the payment of the note mentioned 
in this Magazine for June last, page 288, for the ne to be 
endowed by the Synod of North Carolina - 700 00 
Of Rev. George Reid, two instalments of the subscription of Rey. 
Dr. B. M. Palmer, of Charleston, South Carolina, for the Professor- 
ship to be endowed by the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia 100 00 
And one instalment from Mrs. Susan M‘Ithenney, for ditto - 50 00 
Of ditto, one instalment from Mrs. Robert Witherspoon, of Salem, 
South Carolina, for the eee: to be endowed by the ladies of 
Camden and Salem - 20 00 
And of Robert Wilson, Esqit}*Salem, South Caidlina, for ditto 20 00 
Of Rev. Aaron D. Lane, per ‘Rev. Chatles Hodge, his proportion for 
endowing a Scholarship by the Senior Class of 1819 - - - 150 00 


Total $1289 60 


eit <i> eee 


NOTICE. 


Itis vught prc & this early period, to apprize the patrons of the Pres- 
byteriun Magazine . an Editor is engaged to devote his whole time and ef- 
forts to its support im ovement, after the close of the present year, A 
prospectus, in refe.. ce .. the future character and design of the work, may 
be expected to accompar / our next number. 








